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The Bridge of the Cross 


“ A Saviour net quite God is a bridge breken at the 
farther end.”—Bishep of Durham. 


By Aanie Jehnson Flint 
MA’ fain would build a bridge to God 


Across the fathomless abyss 
That lies between his earth-bound soul 
And heaven’s perfect bliss. " 


He takes his knowledge, small and vague, 
great inventions he has wrought, 
. His mightiest efforts, finest plans, 
_. » And his profoundest thought: 


be Be strings tow, his ropes san 

. With all the power and the skill 

‘Of cunning brain and hand. 

Through swirling mists he strains his eyes; 
Above the unseen torrents’ roar 

He pushes forth the makeshift thing 
And hopes to teuch the shore. 


But when he seeks to cross the chasm, 
With eager heart and step elate, 

He finds his bridge too short to reach, 
Too frail to bear his weight. 


Oh, baseless dream! Oh, useless toil! 
Oh, utter and eternal loss! 

For God has laid, to span the void, 
His Son upon the cross. 


And when man’s broken bridges fall, 
And sink into the gulf at last, 

Still wide and long and safe and strong, 
The Bridge of God stands fast. 








The Same Old Wage Scale 


There is ene employer whose wage scale is never 
revised. We are hearing a good deal these days of 
reductions in. the wages that prevailed during 
war times and following, as economic conditions be- 
gin to simmer down toward the normal. It was no 
doubt with this idea in mind that a church in a 
large city put up on its bulletin board the line: 








“There is No Reduction in the Wages of Sin.” It 
is terribly true. “Then the lust, when it hath con- 
ceived, beareth sin: and the sin, when it is full- 
grown, bringeth forth death” (James 1:15). “The 
wages of sin is death”; but if one is weary of serv- 
ing this relentless task-master, he has but to turn 
about to find another Master, for “the free gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 
6: a5). Why not settle this labor problem of the 
soul by applying to the new Employer? 


a 
The Individuality of Salvation 


Salvation is intensely individual. Christ must 
needs have made atonement by. his death if there 
had been but one person on the earth. This state- 
ment was made by one of the speakers at the Mid- 
winter Victorious Life Conference in Philadelphia 
the end of last year, and when one of those in at- 
tendance quoted it later in his own home his little 
boy remarked, “How could just one man have cru- 
cified the Lord?” Children are quick to catch up 
a point like this, and that father, though he did not 
perhaps succeed in giving a very logical answer to 
the question, tried to teach the lad that the Bible 
does warn aque morally or spiritually doing that 
very thing. There is the warning in Hebrews 5:6 
against crucifying the Son of God afresh. Let us 
make sure in these days when so many really uncon- 
verted people are pressing into church-membership 
that we are not like “the supposed oS 0 napa Dr. 
Scofield compares to “the spies nea, who 
saw the land and had the very fruit of it in their 
hands, and yet turned back.” But rather “leaving 
the doctrine of the first principles of Christ, let us 
press on unto perfection” (Heb. 6:1), looking at the 
reverse side of this nee : that if Christ would 
have died for me were the only sinner in the 
world, I should live for him as if indeed I were the 
only Christian in the world — standing for him as 
roan as did lonely Noah when he built the ark, er 
lonely Abraham when he came out of Ur ef the 
Chaldees. 

ya 


Gravitation and Atonement 


God works his miracles in either the material or 
spiritual realm with equal ease. Agnostic scientists 
accept the miracle of gravitation without fully un- 
derstanding it, but reject as inconceivable the mir- 
acle of blood atonement from sin. In his recent 
article in The Sunday School Times, “God as Re- 


See page 38 
vealed by Modern Natural Science,” Professor 
George McCready Price says that though the mathe- 


matjcal law of inverse squares may tell the manner 
in which the results of gravitation are accomplished, 
“there is no materialistic theory of the why of grav- 
itation that is worth eins cee the time of sensible 
people.” But the Scriptures offer a‘ sufficient explan- 
ation to the Christian: “By him [Christ] all things 
consist” (Col. 1:17). The remarkable parallel pas- 
sage with this, that God’s Son is “upholding all things 
by the word of his power” (Heb. 1: 3, third clause), 
iving God’s explanation of the miracle of grav- 
itation, is linked with the miracle of atone- 
ment, for, after the comma there, it says, “when 
he had himself purged our sins” (Heb. 1:3, fourth 
clause). The Creator (Heb. 1:2) is at once the Sus- 
tainer and the Saviour of the world! The two mir- 
acles are associated in the mind of the Spirit as 
he inspires the human author of Hebrews. But 
salvation is not only from the guilt but the power 
of sin. Are not many Christians as agnostic as the 
skeptics of science in refusing really to believe this? 
Have we accepted his complete salvation? (Rom. 
8:2; Jude 24.) He is just as able to save a yield- 
ing and trusting Christian from sin as he is to keep 
Halley’s comet from incendiarism in the skies, or 
prevent Jupiter from slipping its leash in its orbit 
around the sun. Hallelujah! 


Pat 


At the Market Piace 


Philosophy is but a Job’s comforter. It is Chris- 
tianity, it is Christ, that alone brings genuine com- 
fort to a grief-stricken heart. In a New Year edi- 
torial in a leading metropolitan newspaper, by way 
of intimating that we should keep our sorrows to 
eurselves, and try to counterbalance them with 
whatever joys fate may vouchsafe, an old Italian 
adage is approvingly quoted: “If all could take their 
sorrows to the market place, each would bring back 
his own.” But the Christian is not driven to stoical 
gritting of his teeth as he continuously contemplates 
inevitable troubles. By faith he casts his burden 
upon a Lord who has “carried” his sorrows, and 
in the joyful consciousness of that fact he does not 
avoid the market place, but is glad to frequent it 
with the purpose of fulfilling the command, “Bear 
ye one another’s burdens” (Gal, 6:2). » And this is 
not a contradiction in te. He can bear his neigh- 
bor’s burdens because of the assurance he possesses 
for himself that “our light affliction, which is for 
the moment, worketh for us more and more exceed- 
ingly an eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:17). 


Casting Away His Garment 


HE mere asides of the Gospel are endlessly 

fascinating and helpful, and often invigorate 

us as much as the greater sayings. What a 
wealth of them there is, and how they come back 
to us and take hold of us and find some lodgment in 
our hearts when we are perhaps unequal to some 
higher counsel! This trifie about the blind Barti- 
mzus is one of them. How did anybody ever hap- 
pen to notice this little piece of daring where he 
cast away his garment? For daring it was,indeed. A 
blind beggar’s cloak must have meant everything to 
himself, mere bagatelle as it was to everybody else, 
and hardly worth mentioning. But his poor bit of 
property, perhaps his only one, is made to engage our 
attention as long'as the world lasts. Wheresoever 
the Gospel is preached, this thing that Bartimzus did 
shall be spoken of for a memorial of him. 

The very thing that might have stopped him, held 
him hesitant until too late, he somehow found might 
be a clog or lose him a chance, and so he took the 
chances of many a shiverin oe and cast the gar~ 
ment away. ho could tell? é might not regain 
his sight, and at the same time be the poorer for 
the loss of the one thing he possessed. ut events 
were sweeping on fast. Jesus was passing by and 
might never come again; and for the moment it 
was in his way, and away it went that he might be 
all the surer of standing in the presence ef the great 
physician. 


Is it stretching things to make this a type of how 
easily we let a thousand minor things, one after an- 
other, keep us back from the great needed things 
which we have promised ourselves we are going to 
do? No. We are all meaning to pray more, but 
just at the moment when we might do it there is 
always some trifle that is urgent just then, some- 
eng | which we feel we must look to, and while we 
are looking to it it invariably suggests another little 
imperative thing, and the first we know the morning 
is gone, the hour of prayer is gone, the impulse is 
lost. e no sooner find that this is the moment to 
pray but we find something else suddenly demanding 
attention, and say to ourselves that we will pray ali 
the better for getting that off our minds, and then 
we will come back and pray; but when we come back 
the line of necessities has lengthened out siill farther. 
And we all know the rest. 

It is only by the blind man’s summary process 
that we ever get on. Yes, no doubt this and that 
and a thousand other things ought to be attended 
to, but our praying calls us and we must make our 
choice. We can be sure it will always be something. 
“It seems,”-said one who knew much about prayer, 
“that no sooner am I about to get on my knees than 
my eye falls on some book which I have long meant 
to read, or some letter which I must answer, or some 
window which I ought to go and attend to, or some 
last direction which I ought to give to somebody, 
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and then when I have done them all, instead of be- 
ing all the readier, as I supposed-I would be, the 
impulse is spent, I am farther from prayer than ever, 
and the things [ chose to do instead —I cannot even 
remember what they were, but only that they made 
no difference.” Deceiving ourselves into thinking 
we shall do it all the better by clearing up a few 
things first, the few things become many things; 
they spread and suggest and extend, and with the 
best intentions there is no prayer. 

It must have been hard to decide that his cloak 
was a clog to him, but he made that decision. The 
inability to do something like this is what holds 
many lives at a standstill. It is not so much their 
tendency toward what is bad, but that they try to 
hold on to everything that may be called good; and 
a lot of these things that are good-in themselves 
steadily stand in the wav-ef what is better. There 
are. a great many gvod and very inviting engage- 
ments which une must refuse if he is ever to get 
on ata ‘make any progress toward the one thin 
which a man knows to be highest in his life. “ 
have not attained this power,” said a man of power, 
“without turning down a host of very attractive in- 
vitations which were always tempting me away from 
my purpose.” But some of us are perfectly help- 
less in the presence of the last good thing which 
crossed our path, and just because it is good in itself 
we take it up and are set just so much farther back 
from attaining the best thing we had in mind. Our 
richness of character largely depends upon our power 
to make refusals, to say to one attraction after an- 
other, “No, I can’t take you,” and, “Good as you are, 
you are not for me, I must let you go.” 

There are workers who never do anything like 
the work they ought to do. because they are always 
stopping to talk with every last person they meet, and 
they impoverish themselves by accepting every im- 
pression. They cannot bear to let anything go by, 
and in the end of the day everything has passed over 
them in vain. How many lives ebb themselves away 
in easy conversation, while others hold themselves in, 
store and condense and restrict their thoughts, until 
they have packed down into conviction and power! 

The world is full of desultory living. The souls 
that are hunting about in a hectic way for a new 
religion are often those who have just simply allowed 
themselves to run to waste by seeking in every direc- 
tion instead of daring to keep following up some one 
central conviction. Mow they simply do not know 
where they are, and they think their religion has 


Are You Having Victory To-day ? 





His presence is Victory. 





failed them. It is often due, this state. of mind, to 
nothing less: than sheer desultoriness. The necessity 
of severe restraint is upon us if we are ever to get 
anywhere these days, and it takes much faith and 
prayer, power and character, to do what we set out 
to do, and not be misled by some other good and 
attractive thing. Our fight may be quite as much with 
good .things as with bad things. enough they 
may be, but none the less w€ have got to select among 
them and leave the rest heroically alone. 

It sometimes takes more character to let a good 
thing alone than it does to resist a bad thing. We 
have just got to say to one after another of these 
attractions, “This is not for me,” and then pleasantly 
and firmly hold to our decision. We shall have many 
moments when we shall wonder if we did not make 
a mistake in refusing so attractive an offer, but we 
know the invitation was incompatible with what we 
had set before us, and must be content with that. 
It is hard to see “all the other pcople” apparently 
having “all the fun” and all the liberty, but it is 
only apparent. Most of them are not having much 
pleasure out of it. They are haunted by the thought 
of what they have run away from, they are wonder- 
ing when they will ever be able to fulfil their high- 
est purposes, they are disappointed and feverish, 
while the man who resolutely keeps right on follow- 
ing the purpose which he accepted in his best mo- 
ments has a steadiness, a sense -of adequacy, a con- 
tentment, poise, and peace utterly unknown to this 
great distressed and scattered multitude. 

“I'd never take such a risk as that,” we can im- 
soe some over-cautious looker-on saying as the 
blind man dropped his garment and sprang out into 
the road. But something like that is the risk we 
all-have to take if we are to get our spiritual vision 
restored. Most of us think of spiritual progress as 
a process of steady accumulation, whereas it is quite 
as much a process of more and more prompt dis- 
carding of the things that hinder us. It is time for 
us to sit down and inquire resolutely just what gar- 
ment we ought to cast away. 





Should the Death Penalty be Repealed ? 


Does Genesis 9:6 command capital punishment for 
the murderer? Is the abolishment of the death penalty 
in our States the abolishment of God’s plans and the 
substitution of man’s? I hear the statement made, 
“We are now living under the dispensation of grace, 
and are no longer under the law.” I gladly agree that 
we are saved by grace, but does that fact nullify this 
law God has given to the human race? Will you please 
refer me to some good authority upon this subject? 
—A Subscriber. : 


Yes, God did command capital punishment for 
murder in Genesis 9:6, and that command has never 
been repealed, e hear our Lord specifying to 
the rich young ruler as one of the commandments 
which he should keep, “Thou shalt. do no murder” 
(Matt. 19:18). It is true we live in the age of grace, 
but human government is based on the Ten Com- 
mandments. Lawlessness will inevitably increase by 
leaps and bounds in states and countries where the 
death penalty is abolished. 

It is the blessed record of human history that 
when man fails God begins over again, meeting him 
on the level to which he.has fallen, and giving him 
another chance. “But thou, O Lord, art a God full 
of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plen- 
teous in mercy” (Psa. 86:15). 

When the period of innocence, in which man was 
originally created, ended in the fall, by which failure 
he had acquired the knowledge of evil as well as 
good, God made trial of man in order to give him 
the opportunity of recovering his lost uprightness 
and holiness. God tested him during a long era of 
fréedom. Man then had all the “personal liberty” 
he wished for. The marriage of one man to one 
woman had been instituted; man had been instructed 
to approach God through blood sacrifices, and com- 
manded to get his daily bread by tilling the soil. 
Beyond these duties, God imposed no ews upon 
men, nor did he ask that men should make any laws 
for themselves. Not even murder was punished by 
man — for Abel’s murder by Cain went unavenged by 
human hands. There was no government in the earth. 

It was a time the like of which some men to-day 
are insisting shall again be set up. It was a post- 
Edenic and a pre-diluvian era of Bolshevism! An 
editorial note in The Sunday School Times of Jan- 
uary 8, entitled “Bolshevism and Childhood,” de- 





scribed a “red” propaganda in Germany and Russia 
aimed to bring about again such a time of irrespon- 
sibility to law, divine and human, by teaching chil- 
dren from the kindergarten age onward to defy both 
God and government, But God knows, and men who 
believe his Book know, that such a régime would 
result as disastrously as did his test of men in the 
age when conscience or “moral consciousness” alone 
was man’s guide. If such a devilish and unthinkable 
propaganda as Bolshevism and Communism are pro- 
posing does succeed, will it not be a fulfilment of the 

ord’s prophecy, “But as the days of Noe were, so 
shall ws the coming of the Son of man be”? (Matt. 
24: 37. 

Man was found in this long test of about 1655 
years to be unfit for this scarcely limited degree of 
liberty of thought and action. “God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thought of his heart was 
only evil continually” (Gen. 6:5). One manifesta- 
tion of this wickedness was unrestrained anger and 
passion. “The earth was filled with violence” (Gen. 
6:11). It was in evidence as far back as the days 
of Lamech —the first polygamist, by the way. e 
tells of a case of manslaughter at his own hands, 
in a sort of song to his two wives which is given in 
Genesis 4:23, and which has been translated by one 
authority as follows: 


“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; 

Ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech; 
For I have slain a man in return for my wound; 
And a young man in return for my bruise. 

For sevenfold shall Cain be avenged, 

But Lamech seventy and sevenfold.” 


Lamech has slain a violent youth in self-defense. 
The family of Cain, himself a murderer, disappears 
in the Bible record in Lamech, a self-confessed man- 
slayer. 

After God has cleaned up the earth in this “great 
moral wash, day,” he gives man, beginning with 
Noah, another chance in a new test. The prevalent 
violence on the earth must be checked in this new 
era. Man must be held in rein with human govern- 
ment, now for the first time instituted, and which 
in His overruling providence and directing purpose 
still continues. “The highest function of govern- 
ment,” says Dr. Scofield in a note in his Reference 
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Bible, “is the judicial taking of life. All other gov- 
ernmental powers are implied in that.” 

Satan no doubt thought he had catuepoed God in 
one of His own laws when he saw the death poy 
unjustly inflicted upon the Son of God himself (Acts 
2:23), but he must have been appalled when, on 
that glorious third day, he discovered that God had 
“loosed the pains of death; because it .was not pos- 
sible that he should be holden of it”! (Acts 2:24.) 

In his Christian. Workers’ Commentary eanits 
H. Revell Co., New York, $3), Dr. James M. Gray 
ous from Pratt’s “Genesis” as follows: “The 

eath penalty has been abused in ‘almost all the 
countries of the world, but this does not justify its 
abolition in cases of premeditated homicide; and un- 
willingness to apply to the-criminal the pain of death 
ordained by God himself, the Author of life, always 
tends to the increase of crime and gives loose rein 
to personal vengeance. The inviolability of human 
life means that the life of a human being is a thing 
so sacred that he who takes it without just cause 
must pay for it with his own in amends to outraged 
justice, both human and divine.” 

When, therefore, law-makers abolish the death 
penalty for capital crimes, they strike a blow at the 
very source and center of real God-ordained gov- 
ernment, and transgress an unrepealed law of God for 
the good of the race. 

at 


As to Posture in Prayer 


In the issue of November 6 of The Sunday School 
Times, in connection with the question, “Shall we 
Always Kneel in Prayer?” and your fitting reply there- 
to, the following notes and Scriptures may be in place: 


1. On at least one of the three times that Jesus 
Pnayed in the garden, he “fell on his face” (Matt. 
26:39). Once he “kneeled down” (Luke 22:41), but 
another time, as Luke also says, “Being in an agony he 
prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood” (Luke 22:44). This second 
prayer according to Luke may be the one in which 
Matthew gives the posture, “on his face.” 

This posture might not seem reverent in a church 
prayer-meeting, and yet it is reverent at any time and 
in any place, if the soul uttering the prayer is bur- 
dened as was the soul of Jesus on that dark night 
when he uttered that brief prayer in Gethsemane. 


2. Jesus once, when teaching his disciples, named a 
posture in prayer that was not the’ kneeling posture. 
He said: “When ye stand praying” (Mark 11 : 2s). 

3. Elijah “prayed earnestly. that it might not rain 
... and he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain” 
(James 5:17, 18), To this first prayer mentioned by 
James there is a bare reference in rt Kings 17:1, but 
the posture not given. In Elijah’s second prayer 
mentioned by James the posture is there described, 
as I read the passage: “And Elijah went up to the top 
of Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the earth 
and put his face between his knees” (1 Kings 18 ; 42). 

4: Again we find that this same Elijah, “a man of 
like passions as we are,” overwrought by Jezebel’s 
terror, when he prayed, “sat down under a juniper tree: 
and he requested, for himself that he might die” (« 
Kings 19 : 4). 


If one will read all that the Bible says about prayer 
and praying, he will be impressed, marvelously im- 
pressed, I believe,~by the fact that, in the passages on 
the subject, very little is said about the posture of the 
body in prayer, and the inevitable conclusion must be 
that it is the posture of the soul, and not the posture 
of the body, that makes a prayer acceptable to God.— 
A Bible Student. 


That is the heart of the matter —the bent of the 
soul in prayer rather than the posture of the. body. 


Whether the position is standing, like the Jjgeblican 
(Luke 18: 13) 5 sitting like Job (Job 2:8), _on 
one’s bed like Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:42), kneeling 


like Paul (Eph. 3:14), or with his face between his 
knees like Elijah, or on one’s face like our Lord in 
Gethsemane, as above mentioned, it is always to be 
remembered that “Prayer is the Christian’s vital 
breath,” as the hymn has it, and no particular pos- 
ture of the body is essential to breathing. 


x 
How Long Was the Ark Building? 


Please tell me the authority for Noah being one hun- 
dred and twenty years building the ark.—An Illinois 
Reader. 


The Bible does not say that in so many words. 
This frequently-heard teaching is apparently based” 
upon the statement in Genesis 6:3, “My spirit shall 
not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: 
et his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.” 
uring all the time “the ark was a-preparing” (1 
Peter 3:20), Noah was “a preacher of righteous- 
ness” (2 Peter 2:5). That “Noah was warned of 
the event one hundred and twenty years before,” 
according to Genesis 6: 3, is the view of Dr. George 
Frederick Wright, of Oberlin, in the International 
Standard Bible Encyclopedia. That the command 
to Noah, who “found grace in the eyes of the Lord” 
(Gen. 6:8),-in the midst of the prevalent hopeless 
apostasy (Gen. 6: 5-7), to build an ark for the sav- 
ing of his house (Gen. 6: 14-18), synchronizes with 
the warning of God in Genesis 6:3, is plainly the 
conclusion arrived at by those who hold that the 
ark was one hundred and twenty years in process of 
construction. 











Lesson for January@0 
Matthew 21 : 1-46 - 
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Are We All Divine, as Christ Was? 


Is our oneness with God different from Christ's with the Father? « 


By William Evans, D.D. 











{ 

Z H RE we not all “sons of God,” even as Christ It may be true that “a man cannot be hanged for such divine prerogatives as mortal man could lay 
was? So itis emphatically affirmed by man his thoughts,” but, according to the importance no claim to, that the Jews were enraged to the 
nowadays. That Jesus was the Son of God, the Scriptures place on the question: “What point of slaying Christ? Can any sincere seeker 


it is admitted; but then, so are we all sons of God. 
The “oneness” of the Son with the Father is grante 
but that “unity” is not different in kind, althou 
it may be in degree, from that for which Christ 
} pion | for all believers with the Father: “That the 
all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and 
in thee, that they also may be one in us.” It is not 
by any means questioned that Jesus Christ was “tle 
i express image of the Father,” but are not all God's 
children “created in his image”? It is assumed, there- 
fore, that while the relationship existing between 
Jesus and the Father was different in degree from 
that which characterizes our relationship to God as 
our Father, it was essentially one in kind. 

It is even claimed by some who would desire to 
class themselves among the scholars of the day that 
Jesus Christ himself never made such unique declara- 
tions regarding his person and work as his disciples 
made for him; that. nowhere in all the Gospel rec- 
ords did Jesus ever claim any relation to God that 
could not be similarly claimed by other sons of 
men. In other words, that the self-consciousness of 
Jesus did not lead him to believe himself to be actual 
and absolute deity. ‘ 


Beware of “Expert” Testimony 

And so the question becomes a vital one. After 
all, it does not matter what you or I think of Christ, 
speaking relatively; yet it is a matter of life and 
death as to what Jesus thought of himself. Eternal 

issues rest upon the answer to this question. Is 
, Jesus Christ to be looked upon as a man like unto 
| us, a better type of man of course, different in de- 
gree, but one in kind with the rest of the sons of 
. men? Is he to be regarded as one of the sons ,of 
} men who togethér with the rest of the sons of men 
2 worship God, or is he the Son of God, equally to 
be worshiped with the Father? In other words, is 
he God or man? : 

That any one laying claim to “scholarship” should 
make the statement that- “Jesus Christ’ nowhere in 
the Gospels makes any declaration of a unique re- 
lationship with God the Father that cannot be also 
P claimed by us,” surpasses comprehension. ‘We_ are 
‘ grateful that, after all, the question is not one of 
“scholarship” but of “evidence,” and the layman is 
a better judge of “evidence” than is the “expert.” 
Judges and attorneys will testify to this fact. The 
statement of the late Lord Salisbury that “you can 
never trust an expert” is”amply corroborated by many 
a jurist to-day. The evidence in question is not a 
“subjective” matter, nor altogether a question of 
“scholarship”; it is dependent upon “proof” that is 
| “objective,” namely, the testimony of the four evan- 
gelists, and this testimony may be easily understood 
by the average man, 
| Nor am I unmindful of the fact that most men 
come to know: Jesus Christ as the Son of God, as 
{ very God of very God, as God manifest in the flesh 
and as personal Saviour, not by argument or by the 
presentation of “proofs of his deity.” Somehow 
or other, just how we may not be well able to ex- 
plain, he captured us for himself by the sheer fas- 
cination of himself. Perhaps it was not until years 
after that we began to study the “proofs of his 
deity,” and that not for ourselves so much as for 
\ the sake of convincing others who may be skeptical 
regarding his person. It was the Christ of experi- 


which we have seen with our eyes, which we 
t have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of 
the Word of life; (for the life was manifested, and 
we have seen it). That which we have seen and heard 
declare we unto you.” “We speak that we do know, 
and testify that we have seen.” One with such an 
experience of the Christ needs no “proofs” of the 
deity of Jesus; nor can he be moved from that faith, 
for has he not seen, has he not felt? So it comes 
to pass that the Christ of experience saves the Christ 
of doctrine, and not vice versa. 

In no less-than three instances is it recorded that 
the Jews sought to slay Jesus, someres to the Gos- 
pel of John. In each instance Christ’s life was sought 
_ because of certain claims he made to deity; claims 

which, in the opinion of the Jews to whom he spoke, 
eonstituted blasphemy, and blasphemy was always 
punishable with death. “Therefore the Jews sought 
to slay him,” 
The first instance: John 5: 17-47. Christ had healed 
a sick man on the Sabbath day. This gave the Jews 
an occasion to find fault with Christ for so doing. 
In defense of his action Jesus claimed that he was 
doing nothing different from what his Father was 
doing; the purposes and actions of the Father and 
} ; himself were identical; he and the Father were one 








ence that saved us—‘“that which we have heard, 


“think ye of Christ?” it seems clear that “ we cannot 
be right in the rest unless we think rightly of him.” 
This article throws a searchlight upon the Inter- 
national Sunday-school lesson in this issue of The 
Sunday School Times, the lesson for January 30, 
“Jesus Greeted as King,” from the twenty-first 
chapter of Matthew, where our Lord is offering 

himself as Israel’s divine Messiah. 








in essence and activity ; the rerogatives of the Father 
were the privileges of the Son; “the Son of man was 
Lord of the sabbath.” 

That there was a claim of unique relationship with 
the Father in these words of Jesus—a claim which 
none of the Jews felt it was their privilege or pre- 
rogative to make—is clear from the fact that the 
Revised Version adds the word “own” and makes 
the text read thus: 


“For this cause itherefore the Jews sought the 
more to kill him, because he not only brake the 
sabbath, but also called God his own Father, mak- 
ing himself equal with God” (John 5:18). 


And second, fromthe fact that the Jews sought 
to slay him because he had made this statement and 
claim. Would they, think you, have stoned him, or 
sought to do so, for claiming a relationship to the 
Father common to them and to all men? It is pre- 
posterous and absurd to think so for a moment. Of 
course the claim of Jesus was_unique. The claim 
here made by Christ amounted, in the estimation of 
the Jews to the crime of blasphemy, and that was 
punishable with death. “Therefore did the Jews seek 
the more to slay him.” 

Had the Jews been wrong in the construction they 
put upon the words of Jesus, common honesty de- 
manded that Christ should have there and then cor- 
rected them and told them that he was putting forth 
no claim to unique relationship with the Father to 
which they could not claim a part, an equal part, with 
himself. He ought to have said such words as these: 
“Why do you wish to kill me? What have I said 
that borders on blasphemy? I have said that God 
was my Father; true, but is he not your Father also? 
Have I claimed anything which any one of you can- 
hot equally claim? Why, then, do you seek to stone 
me?” 


The Uniqueness of Jesus’ Claim 


But the remarkable thing about it all is that Jesus 
said nothing of the kind. On the contrary, he em- 
phasized the uniqueness of the claim he had made. 
He presents stronger proofs of his deity, his equality 
with the Father. He claims omniscience (v. 20); 
power to raise the dead, both,spiritual and physical 
(vs. 24, 28, 29); the prerogative of the judgment 
of all men (v. 22) ; the resurrection of the bodies of 
all men and the bestowment of eternal life (vs. 21, 
24-29, 39, 40), and that he is entitled to the same 
honor as the Father—all by the will, consent, and 
purpose of the Father (v. 23). Thus does Christ 
reinforce his claims to unique Sonship. The reader 
is the judge of the evidence, and the jury, in the case. 
Did Jesus Christ make any superior claims with ref- 
erence to his relation to God, or not? Yes, or no? 


The second instance: John 8:12-59. This whole 
passage, as also the first, should be carefully read in 
the Revised Version. In this instance, too, the Jews 
sought to kill Christ because of his blasphemous ut- 
terances. Note the expressions of this section: 
“Neither do I condemn thee”; “I am the light of 
the world”; “my record is true”; “for I am_ not 
alone, but I and the Father that sent me”; “if ye 
had known me, ye should have known my Father 
also”; “ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye 
are of this world; I am not of this world”; “if ye 
believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins, and 
whither I go, ye cannot come”; “I speak to the world 
those things which I have heard of him; as my 
Father hath taught me, I speak these things”; “if the 
Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed”; “But now ye seek to kill me, a man that 
hath told you the truth, which I have heard of 
God”; “yé are of your father the devil”; 
“IT proceeded forth and came from God; neither 
came I of myself, But he sent me”; “which of you 
convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do 
ye not believe me? He that is of God heareth 
God’s words: ye therefore hear them not, because 
ye are not of God”; “if a man keep my saying, he 
shall never see death”; “before Abraham was, I am.” 

Do you wonder, as you read these words voicing 


after the truth read these claims candidly and not 
be convinced that Christ is here asserting that he 
is more than man and none less than God? Who is 
“without sin” but God? Who but God can finally 
condemn? Who is absolute truth but God? Who but 
God came “from above”? Who but God is the light 
of the world? To assert that he existed before 
Abraham is to claim pre-existence, a divine attribute. 
a F pe says, “Abraham came into being; I am; 
I did not come into being; I am; I always was.” 
And a comparison of Exodus 3:14 will reveal that 
the words, “I am,” are the name of Jehovah the 
la soe God, the source and maintenance of all 
life. Carefully mark the “I am’s” in this chapter. 
No wonder the Jews answered him thus: 


“Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou 
seen Abraham? Art thou greater than our father 
Abraham, who died? and the prophets died: whom 
makest thou thyself? 

“Then took they up stones to cast at him ; but 
Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple.” 


Why, think you, did the Jews attempt to kill 
Christ in this connection? Because he made claims 
which any other son of man could well say were his 
also, or because the claims Jesus made were unique 
and such as are true alone of deity? Did Christ 
here maké a unique claim, or not? Yes, or no? 
Claiming Equality With God 

The third instance: John 10: 19-42. Jesus had, in 
the preceding verses of this chapter, presented him- 
self as the Good Shepherd, as the Door of the sheep- 
fold, as the One who laid down his life and took it 
up again —all of his own volition. These statements 
caused a division among his hearers. Some said: 


“He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye him? 
Others said, These are not the words of him that 
hath a devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the 
blind? Then came the Jews-round about him, and 
said unto him, How long dost thou make us to 
doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus 
answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: 
the works that I do in my Father’s name, they 
bear witness of me., But ye believe not, because ye 
are not of my sheep, as I said unto you, My sheep 
hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me: and I give unto them eternal life; and the 
shall never perish, neither shall any man pluc 
them out of my hand. <4 Father, which gave 
them me, is greater than all; and no man is able 
to pluck them out of my Father’s hand. I and 
my Father are one.” 


Do you think it at all strange that these words 
follow such claims as those: “Then the Jews took 
up stones again to stone him”? But why did they 
seek to kill Christ? Was it not because he was 
making claims that.were akin to blasphemy — claims 
which no man had any right to make, claims which 
belong to deity alone? I think so; and the fol- 
lowing verses corroborate this view of the text. 
Note the words of Jesus: 


“Many good works have I shewed you from 
my Father; for which of those works do ye stone 
mei 

“The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work 
we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and be- 
cause that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.” 


These words remove all possibility of doubt as 
to the nature of the claims Christ was here making 
with regard to himself: He was claiming equality 
with God. The same Ging is definitely declared in 
the Gospel of Matthew (26: 63-66): 


“And the high priest said unto him, I adjure 
thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether 
thou art the Christ, the Son of God. Jesus saith 
unto him. Thou hast said es 16:62: “And 
Jesus said, I am”]: nevertheless I say unto you, 
Henceforth ye shall see the Son of man sitting 
at the right hand of Power, and coming on the 
clouds of heaven. Then the high priest rent his 
arments, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what 
urther need have we of witnesses? behold, now 
ye have heard the blasphemy: what think ye? They 
answered, and said, He is worthy of death.” 


Is there any doubt, think you, as to what claims 
€hrist made in this connection? 

But again our attention may be .drawn to the 
reply of Jesus: “Is it not written in your law, I 
said, Ye are gods? If he called them gods, unto whom 
the word of God came,...say ye of him, whom the 
Father sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou 
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blasphemest ; because I said, I am the Son of God?” 
We are asked, “Do not these words imply that the 
ews to whom he was speaking were also divine, 
gods,’ even as Jesus was divine? Was not Jesus 
saying that he was laying claim to no unique relation- 
ship such as they could not lay claim to? I think 
not, and for the following reasons: 
Jesus was not i the people he was talk- 
to when he said, “Ye are Fito but to the 
Fin. ll who had been appointe : 
the place of God. This is clear from an examina- 
tion of the following passages: 


“But if the servant shall pisialy say, I love my 
master, my wife, and my children; I will not go 
out free: then his master shall bring him unto the 
judges” (“unto God,” R. V., Exod. 21:6). 

“Tf the thief be not found, then the master of 
the house shall come near unto the judges [“unto 
God,” R. V.} to see whether he have not put his 
hand to his neighbor’s s. 

“And he whom the judges [“God,” R. V.] shall 
condemn, he shall pay double unto his neighbor. 

“Thou shalt not revile the judges [“God,” R. V.], 
oe — the ruler of thy people” (Exod. 22: 
9, ° 


The “judges” in Israel were in the place of God, 
and hence were “called gods.” It is to this particular 
class, who stood in a unique relation to God by his 
appointment, that Jesus here refers, and not to all 
mankind indiscriminately, certainly not to the Jews 


“to whom he was then talking. 


So was it with kings: they were in the place of God. 
It is said of Solomon that “he sat on the throne of 
Jehovah as king instead of David his father.” The 
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throne was Jehovah’s, and Solomon was ying 
it until David’s greater Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is King of kings, should come to sit on it. But 
4 were not God; they were in the place of God. 
was it with the priesthood. ‘he priests were 
in the place of God, but they were not God. When it is 
said that the Lord refused to answer Saul, and Saul 
said, “God is departed_from me, and answeréth me 
no more,” it is to be understood that God was not 
communicating with him through the Fg 
means, the priesthood. God spoke thro e Urim 
and Thummim of the priesthood and w the high 
priest thus adorned, spoke, it was in the place of 
that he spoke, and so in that sense even the 
priests also may be “called gods.” : 

It will be seen therefore from a careful consid- 
eration of these Scriptures that Christ is not teach- 
ing that all men are divine, even as he, or that all 
men are the sons of God in the same sense in which 
he is the Son of God. We are of “the many” who 
“become” the sons of God yy faith in Christ Jesus; 
he is the “only begotten” Son of the. Father, who 
never became, but always “was.” 

Here I have, presented from the Gospel of John 
three instances in which I believe Jesus Christ claimed 
deity, to be equal with God himself. These in- 
stances manifest the “self-consciousness” of Jesus 
with regard to his person. Was he mistaken, de- 
ceived, mad, an impostor, or a fraud; or was he sin- 
cere, sane, truthful, very God of very God? The 
evidence is before you from one age only. There 
are other evidences in the remaining Gospel accounts. 
Jesus Christ is either the most colossal fraud, or the 
most gigantic fact.— which ? 


Wueaton, It. 
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A foothold for God in a city where 
they weave dreams into lace 





How We Got Our House in Bruges 


_ 


By Donald G. Barnhouse 
—/ 








Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, Directors of the Belgian Gospel Mission, will be leaving this 


country for Belgium about February 21/1. 


hey are. being preceded by a new assistant, a gifted * 


young woman from Chicago, Miss Hopkins,. recently.a student. at-the Moody Bible Institute, and a 
splendid stenographer, who will relieve Miss White, at Brussels; for evangelistic work. Gifts for 
carrying on the work at such centers as this new one at ‘Bruges may be sent to C. G. Trumbull, 

Treasurer, 1031 W. alnut Street, Philadelphia. : 


of Bruges, and after waiting a few: short 

moments rushed on its way through Flanders 
fields with its load of passengers who had just ar- 
rived from England. Among those who boarded 
the train at Bruges were Mr. Norton and myself. 
As the train slipped quietly and easily on its way, 
with never a stop and scarcely a jar, the conversa- 
tion turned to the changes in Belgium since the first 
time this trip was made after the war. Then it 
took two days to get to Brussels. Every bridge was 
blown up. At every canal or road crossing the build- 
ings near by were torn with the wreckage of the de- 
stroyed bridge and the force of the explosion. Now 
we were making this journey in two hours. 

I turned to Mr. Norton and said, “Did you think 
when you and Mrs. Norton came over this route 
fifteen months ago, that by now God would have 
worked all the miracles in Belgium that we have seen 
recently ?” 

“No,” he replied, “I am ashamed to say that I 
didn’t. My faith was not great enough in those days.” 

And yet we who are here know that he came to 
Belgium in those days, as Abram left Ur, not know- 
ing exactly where he was to go, or exactly what he 
was to do, only sure of God’s voice calling him on 
to a land and a people —a chosen people. 

“Did you expect to see meetings with fourteen 
hundred people attentively listening to the stron 
preaching of the Gospel, and branches in severa 
parts of Belgium; a large congregation in old Ant- 
werp, which had never really been entered with the 
Gospel ‘since the Reformation; six hundred people at 
meetings in a coal-mining village; a staff of thirty- 
five workers, including about twenty-five students in 
a Bible Institute; and, above all, what we haye just 
seen in we to-day?” We were silent before the 
solemnity of these rushing memories, and knew as 
never before that there was only one answer to all 
that we were seeing,—and that answer is, God. 

For we were cafried along with yet more eager 
hope when we looked back to what God has been 
doing for us in the past- hours at Bruges. Does 
Bruges mean anything more to you than an old city 
with canals, or a name for lace? It meant that to 
me when I came to Belgium, but to-day it means 
that God answers prayer. We shall see. 

Fifty-five thousand Flemings form the city of 
Bruges, These Flemish people are the heirs of the 

enerations that produced Rubens and Frans Hals. 

0 look at the stolid, wooden-shoed peasants as they 
clatter along the cobbled streets, one would never 
fancy that they could give a second thought to things 
beautiful. Yet their women weave dreams into their 
lace, and just such a dirty farmer boy as those who 


Ave express train pulled into the ald town 


feught to have that Gospel we threw to them, Mae- 
terlinck, siicceeded' in becoming a master writer in a 
language which was not his mother tongue. 

One perhaps is startled at the number of black- 
skirted priests and nuns that one sees in Bruges, 
but we were ‘surprised to astonishment when we 
learned that one out of every five persons in the 
whole great city had become priest, monk, or nun, in 
some one of the many orders which exist there. Eleven 
thousand, we are informed, is the ecclesiastical pop- 
ulation of that city. More, one-half of the land and 
the buildings are owned or directly controHed by the 
Church, 

Naturally they would not rent or sell to us to 
establish a center for the Gospel in their one remain- 
ing stronghold.. I was informed by one lady that 
Bruges “belonged to them, and that we had no right 
to come with another feligion ‘to disturb the peace 
of the Church.” I do not know what she would have 
replied if I had pointed out the fact that several 
centuries ago Bruges was Protestant, and that the great 
cathedral was filled with Protestant worshipers, but 
by the simple means of the Inqujsition, sword, tor- 
ture,. fire, and poison, the city had become “con- 
verted.” We knew that God was calling us to open 
up a preaching center in that city. There are per- 
haps a dozen families there, that we know -of, who 
are Protestant. They are, for the most part, of the 
poorest of the poor. We did not know how to get 
a building to-have our meetings. We advertised in 
the papers without naming our object, and yet re- 
ceived no answer. We prayed. Then later we 
went to Bruges, not knowing even where to go to 
seek for information for a house for our meetings. 
In such a city one must not get a very small place 
and then hope to get a larger one, for once the Gos- 
pel is preached in a city silent opposition commences 
and doors close. 

But where could we get a house large enough for 
our headquarters for all the great province? Who 
would rent or sell to us? We arrived in Bruges 
at lunch time, — one of our Belgian workers and my- 
self, —and after lunching we prayed that God would 
direct us to a house. We knew not how to start. 
We went to several agents, but there was nothing 
Suitable listed. Finally we turned to another street, 
near the very_center of the town, and. we saw a little 
sign in a window that gave the name of a property 
agent. The young man who opened the door. told 
us that his father was out, but that anyway he doubted 
if there was anvthing that would suit us, as they were 
refugees from Ypres, and that the property that they 
could offer was mostly farnr lands, but he directed 
us to a neighboring agent. We went there and sat 
down to wait, but before many moments the door 
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opened and the son of the former ; t hurried in 
to announce at, parhage he had ing that would 
suit us after e had been looking over his 
father’s -books, and would be Coy to show us the 
property. We went. A beautiful house was shown 
to a net two minutes from the Great Market and 
City Hall,-and not one minute from the Opera. It 
regembled a chateau more than a house, and a sign 
was at the door, announcing that it was being used as 
a canteen for soldiers. We looked over the premise: 
accompanied by another young man, who announce 
himself as being the owner. Certainly this was just 
what we wante 

But to rent a house, and in most cases to buy a 
house, in Belgium, you must tell what you are going 
to use it for. I started around the subject by say- 
ing that our work had different aspects, one of which 
had been a work for soldiers, and that perhaps we 
might continue the foyer if we took over the place, 
I saw from his ribbons that he had been a soldier, 
and casually asked if he knew Mr. Norton. I have put 
that question many times to soldiers that I have met 
and have seldom had a negative answer. This time 
I received a surprise. The answer tumbled out. “I 
certainly do know him. I have distributed hundreds 
of Gospels for him at the Front. I-was led to Christ 
during the war by Mr. D——, of Charleroi, while we 
were in the army ether, at Rouen. But prob- 
ably you don’t know Mr. D——” 

“On the contrary,” I was able to reply, “I preached 
in his town last week, and dined in his home with 
him, and I am Mr. Norton’s assistant, and it is for 
our work that we want the house.” 

I couldn’t help thinking of the time when some 
men went into another city to look for a place for 
the Lord’s service. They were told to go toe.the city 
and they would see a man with a pitcher of water 
on his head, follow him,, and they would arive at 
the house they sought, In just such a way the Lord 
had led us that day. Place for meetings, place for 
foyer, place for our evangelist and his family to live, 
place for colporteurs to live, place for our stocks 
of Bibles and tracts, place for an automobile when 
necessary to stay the night,—the Lord had sent us 
to a place of his choice, and it was good. 

The price was not exorbitant in these days of. in- 
flated values; in fact, it was low. The house was 
too large to sell for dwelling purposes, it had been 
the “Palace” of a former mayor’ of the city. 

It.was a week before I could: return with the Nor- 
tons to-~inspect | the ‘house, ‘but already trouble -was. 
brewing. The:mother-~in-law told the people who: oc+' 
cupied the house’that “Protestants” were: thinkifig of 
buying the house, and: how things did begin to: move! 
Their lease was about to expire, and it’was the woman 
in charge of the foyer who had told me that Bruges 
“belonged” to them, and that we had no right to 
come. They now said that they were going to buy 
the house. We returned to Brussels, wanting the 
house, but uncertain as to our possibilities of success, 

It was another week before I could get back to 
Bruges. There I was told by the superintendent of 
the foyer that everything was settled. She was get- 
ting eleven people to give ten thousand francs apiece 
to buy the house, among whom was included the 
mother-in-law! I returned to Brussels. I looked at 
all the obstacles, and I was saddened and a little dis- 
gue with myself for the lack of results. If I had 
ooked more to the Lord, the obstacles would not 
have counted. That night several of the workers had 
a council of despair while returning from Antwerp, 
from our mid-week meeting. When we arrived in 
Brussels a little before eleven, we came straight to 
the office to confer with the Nortons. Fortunately 
they had -been praying late that night, so we just 
continued the conference and prayer-meeting until 
after midnight. When we rose from our knees every 
person was sure that it was the Lord’s will to buy 
the house. 

There were only two obstacles. Would they sell it 
to us? and, Where would we get the money? For 
the principles of the Mission are rather against prop- 
erty investments, but we were sure that we were in 
the Lord’s will. Among the staff. of the workers 
there that night was subscribed forty thousand francs, 
some of them giving outright every cent of sav- 
ings they possessed. This was enough for the first 
payment, and we would trust the Lord for the rest. 

he next morning at dawn Pastor Blommezrt and 
myself took the train and were in Bruges by eight 
o'clock. We walked into the owner’s kitchen and 
told him that we had come to buy the house. 
Mother-in-law was all smiles, but two minutes later 
she-excused herself and went upstairs. In another 
three minutes the manager of the canteen went 
out the door, coat-tails flying and pinning on her hat 
as she went. I knew then that we must do business in 
a hurry if possible. 

It was ten o’clock before we arrived at the notary’s 
office. At the same hour in Brussels thirty people 
at the Bible Institute began a direct season of prayer 
for the blessing of the Lord upon us in Bruges. We 
had no more than entered the office when there also 
entered another group. It included one of the lead- 
ing business men of the city, who, among other things, 
was very prominent in the Catholic political party. 
The noise of the argument was terrible. They talked in 
French as long as they could, and then slipped into 
Flemish to be able to talk faster. We sat silent. 
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Lesson for January 3% 
Matthew a1 : 1-46 


The young man had given his word to me that he 
would sell the house to us, but I saw that the pres- 
sure was A heavy upon him. At twenty minutes 
after ten I had a very strange experience. I was 
talking to the notary about one phase of the sale when 
instantly I felt supported in all the difficulties. I 
turned to Blommert and said, “Thirty people, are 
Praying for us in Brussels. We must pray.” We 
did. Almost immediately the tide turned in our favor. 
In spite of the fact that the opposition offered fifteen 
thousand francs more than we offered, and offered 
cash in full, the young man repeated before the 
motary that he had accepted our offer. That settled 
it. The Belgian law was doubly on our side. 

At five minutes before eleven, in Brussels, one 
of the young men in the prayer-meeting began to 
praise God that prayer had been answered and that 
the house at Bruges was a settled matter. Within 
ten minutes the prayer-meeting broke up, every one 
praising God for answered prayer, and quite happy 
about the result. At exactly that same time in 
Bruges the disgruntled objectors walked out of the 
office, and we began to settle the details of the sale. 
A telegram went off to Brussels, “Victory after a 
hard battle,” and we all continued praising the Lord. 
Miss White told me afterwards that if the tele- 

ram had announced our failure they would have 
ound it very difficult to believe, after God’s certain 
guidance and blessing in the prayer. 

This may sound stilted or dry when it is set down 
in black and white, but to every member of the mis- 
sion as well as to many members of the congregation 
it was a vital realization of the power and presence 
ef God in a nearness and realness that can only be 
experienced and can never be expressed. 

The next day was Sunday, and for the morning 
sermon the Lord had given me a message from the 
story of Elisha at Dofhan, “Fear not: for they that 
be with us are more than they that be with them.” 
What an illustration I had, fresh from the womb 
of experience! And the Lord was pleased to open 
the eyes of his people once more, and to give us to 
see more really than before that the mountain is 
full of horses and chariots of fire. Before the day 
was over, gifts for the house at Bruges began to 
come in from these Belgian people. And they were 
no mean gifts. In China, the scoffers who had spoken 
of “rice Christians” had their mouths closed when 
these same “rice Christians” gave up their lives for 
the Lord during the Boxer rebellion. In Belgium 
we had already heard some slurs against our congre- 

ations, that they were “chocolate and Quaker Oats 

ristians,” — Christians for what..they. could get. 
But let the story of Bruges speak for’them. The gifts 
began to come in that morning. The first was a 
check for one thousand francs. It came from a 
couple who have not been Christians very long. .The 
husband had been baptized only six months. I bap- 
tized the wife that very Sunday. There were other 
gifts, large sums, and widow's mites. Two thou- 
sand francs from one Belgian in the congregation, 
who insisted above all that his name should not be 
disclosed. Five hundred francs—a full month’s sal- 
ary, from a man who has a wife and three chil- 
dren —and five hundred francs will not even pay 
for a suit of clothes in Belgium to-day. 

When I said. widow’s mite, perhaps you thought 
I was exaggerating, for the widow’s mite was an all. 
In 1914, a saddened family of Belgians sat around 
their table at dinner in a small town out in the Hrov- 
ince. They were sad because two chairs were va- 
cant — the sons had gone to war. The ominous news 
of an approaching, enemy was persistently filtering 
in to disturb them. Suddenly the window crashed. 
An arm entered and a shot rang out. The father fell 
mortally wounded. The mother and the younger 
children, three of them, were ordered from the house 
and driven along before the army, without coats, 
without anything at all. The fiancée of one of the 
soldier sons fled with the family. During the war 


- they were married in Paris. “We had just one hun- 


dred and fifty francs capital when we were married,” 
said the young husband. “For the two of us,” broke 
in the young wife. She lay sick in bed as we all 
talked together that Sunday afternoon of my visit, 
as I had been telling them of answered prayer in 
Bruges. “Our married life has been a continual: liv- 
ing by prayer.” This young man had been one of 
the trench apostles, and had distributed Gospels and 
Testaments to his fellow-soldiers. 

“Do you know how much money we had when we 
came to Brussels after my demobilization? That 
is, for all of us?” (Mother, wife, two brothers, and 
a sister.) “We had just ninety francs, but we have 
always prayed, and we_have never wanted anything, 
God has answered prayer.” 

The time of my visit drew to a close, and I pre- 
pared to leave. The young husband leaned over the 
bed and whispered something to his wife. Then he 
straightened up quickly, and taking out his pocket- 


. book, he emptied it and handed me the folded bills. 


“T don’t even know how much is there,” he said to 
me, “but it is what we have, and we must have a 
part in that house at Bruges.” I looked down at the 
folded bills in my hand, and there were one hundred 
and eighteen francs. I wanted to cry. 

That night in our evening meeting, which is the 
largest mee. we have, I again told the story of 
Bruges and held up the money thgt this young couple 
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had given to the work. The audience knew what it 
meant. 

Just one other instance. Toward the end of the 
war a np Bae regg soldier got in touch with the 
work. He began to become interested in the Gos- 
pel, but it was only after the armistice that he ae 
to have an experimental knowledge of salvation. 
is employed in one of the government offices, and 
receives about four hundred francs a month. He and 
his young bride are faithful attendants at our meet- 
ings, and help in the Sunday-school. They both 
hope to enter our Bible Institute. The other eve- 
ning, before our mid-week meeting, an envelope 
was placed in my hand, and when I opened it I found 
the card of this young couple with the following sen- 
tences written across it: “The silver is mine, and 
the gold is mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, Haggai 
2:8.” “All things come of thee, and of thine own 
have we given thee, 1 Chronicles 29: 14.” The check 
enclosed was for one thousand francs. Remember 
that this young man gets four hundred francs a 
month, 

We are believing that the entire cost of the house 
at Bruges is going to be met by the Christiaris here 
in Belgium, and the amount provided is already-close 
to fifty thousand francs, almost half the sum nec- 
essary. ' 

BRUSSELS. 


- 








The Victorious Life 




















Under this heading infrequent issues of The Sunday 
School Times will be found announcements of forthcoming 
Victorious Life Conferences, news of Conferences already 
held, teaching, and incidents about, and testimonies from, 
those who have accepted the free gift of Victory in Christ. 


Equipping America’s Keswick 


Ne ytd a year ago the five hundred acres or more 
of the beautiful grounds of the Keswick Coiony 
of Mercy in New Jersey were turned over to the 
Council of the Victorious Life Testimony for de- 
velopment as a permanent conference grounds, The 
story of this remarkable work of soul-saving which 
began: twenty-three years ago was told in The Sun- 
day School Times, and may now be had in leaflet form 
under fhe title, “America’s Keswick: Past, Present, 
Future.” The leaflet is available for free distribu- 
tion from the Victorious Life Testimony, 600 Perry 
Buildings Philadelphia; it will be appreciated if post- 
age is enclosed for mailing. 

The first notable beginning of the plan to equip 
the grounds was made at the fall reunion at Kes- 
wick, in October, 1920. For many years these re- 
unions in the spring and fall have brought together 
a number of the old “colonists” who found Christ at 
Keswick, most of them having been rescued from 
drunkenness. and shame. They have entered enthu- 
siastically into the plans for developing Keswick and 
have welcomed their new friends of the Victorious 
Life Testimony, realizing that the same testimony 
of the miracle power of Christ to save and to keep 
is to be continued in their beloved home, reaching 
into a wider field than in former years. At the 
Spring Reunion they formed a Keswick Alumni, and 
in the fall they got the vision of a permanent me- 
morial to the beloved founder of the Colony, Wil- 
liam Raws. The rest of the story is best told by 
quoting a portion of a letter sent to friends by the 
committee appointed to see the project through. In 
The Sunday School Times family there are many 
friends who will want a share in the intercession 
and also the giving to make this plan for America’s 
Keswick a reality: 


“The opinion was unanimous that such a memorial 
should be something that would be useful and also 
something that was distinctly identified with his work 
during his life-time. The decision was that the main 
building of the place, Berachah, from the fact that 
it was erected by William Raws himself, from its 
commanding place at the head of the lake near the 
railway station, and from the fact that it stands out 
among the buildings of the Colony, should be chosen 
as this memorial, and should be renovated inside and 
out and brought thoroughly up to date in heating, 
plumbing and lighting, cooking, and other facilities. 

“So unanimous and spontaneous was the response 
to this thought that from the few men to whom the 
thought first occurred there were five individual 
pledges of, fifty dollars each. Before those who came 
to the reunion left the grounds, a total of six hun- 
dred dollars had been pledged. A visiting friend of 
the mission, who was there for the first time, made 
a gift of five dollars, with the prayer that God might 
multiply it a thousand times. 

“It is hoped the improvements can be started at 
once, and that they may all be completed at an early 
date, and in first class working order a few months 
before the dedication of the building as a memorial 
to Mr. Raws at the May reunion. At that time it is 
hoped to have present every one who has been a 
member of the Colony that can be located and in- 
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duced to come. We, as the William Raws Memorial 
Committee which was appointed on the spot to look 
after this matter, are writing to ask you to take part 
in this in the following ways: 

“1. By sending us the present names and addresses 
ef all the former colonists that you may know or 
be able to secure, 


“2, By praying that God may set his seal upon this 
memorial by the spontaneous gifts of the colonists 
and other friends of the Colony. 


_ “3. By praying that the gifts or pledges will be sent 
in promptly to Addison C, Raws, Treasurer, so that 
we may know how far to go with the improvements. 
To put the house in first class condition will cost 
several thousand dollars. 


“4. By praying that wisdom may be given to the 
building committee, on which men experienced in 
engineering, building, and steam-fitting are members. 


“5. By setting aside May 20 to 22, 1921, as the date 
upon which you are going to be at the Colony, and 
take every ex-colonist you can get to go with you. 

. “Mother Raws and the other members of the fam- 
ily are deeply touched at the thought of this me- 
morial to the beloved head of the Colony, who has 
now gone to his reward. Let us hear from you 
promptly that you will take your part in this task 
gi appreciation. Faithfully yours, 

“WiLL1AM RAaws MEmoriAL CoMMITTEE. 
“William White, Chairman, Hope Rescue Mission, 
Reading, Pa. 
“George H. Carter, 53 Liberty St., Trenton, N. J. 
“John H. Parker, Secretary, 604 Noble St., Norris- 


town, Pa. 
“Addison C, Raws, Treasurer, Keswick Grove, N. J.” 


It is planned to keep this main building open 
through the winter, and Christian workers are taking 
advantage of the opportunity for recuperation for 
body and spirit. It is hoped that in the summer of 
192] the conference work may begin by holding sev- 
eral conferences a week in length. The buildings 
now on the grounds, when they are renovated, will 
accommodate about a hundred guests. In addition 
to these meetings there will be one larger summer 
gathering for the East held at Stony Brook, and the 
announcement of the date for this conference will 
be made in as early an issue of The Sunday School 
Times as possible. 

e pledges and cash now in hand for the William 
Raws Memorial amount to nearly eight hundred dol- 
lars. Most who have contributed have given out of 
poverty or out of small resources. Pray that the 
full amount may soon be in hand. Checks may be 
sent to Mr. Raws, or to the Victorious Life Testi- 
mony, 600 Perry Building, Philadelphia, designated 
for Keswick Building Fund. 








Little Sermons 


By Henry W. Frest 
Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 




















God made two great hghts; the greater light to 
rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night 
(Gen, 1:16). 


HY should there be any night? Why is it not 

one long day, with no darkness at all? If God 
could say, “Let there be light,” why did he not say, 
Let it alt be light and light all the time? Night is 
gloom and gloom is terrifying. Night hides evil 
and evil is opposed to God. How much better it 
would be to have all day and no night. Yet it says, 
“God divided the light from the, darkness”; and 
hence, while he made the light, he allowed the dark- 
ness to remain. What mystery it all is, from the 
beginning even until now! hud whes mystery it will 
ever remain, until there come the new heavens and 
earth, where the word will at last be fulfilled: “There 
shall be no night there”! 

Meanwhile, how glad we ought to be that God 
made “great lights,” and that he made, not only the 
sun, but also the moon. What a poor place the day 
would be without just such a sun as shines in yonder 
heaven. And how infinitely worse the night would 
be if the great moon did not hold its face sunward 
and earthward just as it does. So then God is more 
than a God of mystery; he is also a God of beneficent 
grace. Is it all dark? He creates the sun. Is 
there night? He creates the moon. He gives all 
that he can give—in view of his highest purposes 
and man’s present needs. And as for the remainder 
of darkness, he gives sleep and rest and refreshment 
—till the day dawns and the shadows flee away. 

Then fet us rejoice in the “great lights,” whether 
they be the great sun and moon or those other benefi- 
cent gifts of God, great saints. So long as the dark- 
ness remains, physical or spiritual, we need the one 
and the other, and we are to accept all as the Cre- 
ator’s gifts and so with thanksgiving. “For all 
things are yours,” whether it be, on the one hand 
sun or moon, or, on the other, “Paul, or Apollos, or 
Cephas.” 


PrINcETON, N. J. 




















































LESSON 5. JANUARY 30. JESUS GREETED AS KING 


Golden Text.—Blessed is he that cometh in the name ef the Lord.—Matthew 21: 9 
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Matthew 21 : 1-46 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 

LIP Mr. Pace’s cartoon from this issue of The 

Sunday School Times, pass it around the class, 

and ask for comment as to its meaning. In 
verses 7-11 we see the King’s official offer of him- 
self to the nation of Israel, according to Zechariah 
9:9, and his effervescent welcome by “an unthink- 
ing multitude,” who had no idea of accepting his 
kingdom upon the foundation of righteousness which 
he had all along taught was absolutely essential. 
The majority of this same shouting multitude is 
soon to cry “Crucify him!” Its real conviction is 
evident from verse 11, where he is called “the prophet 
of Nazareth.” Such is mere “reputation,” which the 
Cartoon pictures as a soap-bubble. Its pursuit by 
men leads to the eA of a precipice. Shakespeare’s 
typical soldier, “seeking the bubble reputation even 
at the cannon’s mouth,” symbolizes the Satan-blinded 
multitudes of the world. In his “Ecclesiastes” (Bible 
Truth Depot, Swengel, Pa., 20 cents), R. E. Neigh- 
bour says the word “vanity” in that book is literally 
“soap-bubble,” and he translates the oft-recurring 
phrase there, “vanity of vanities, all is vanity,” thus: 
‘Soap-bubbles of soap-bubbles, all is soap-bubbles”! 


Our Background Material 


_ In Mrs. Askew’s first point she contrasts this pub- 
lic appearance with Jesus’ recent habits of seclusion 
from the time of the féeding of the five thousand 
to the present; that trip to Tyre and Sidon, his 
only youstey to foreign parts since babyhood, when 
he was in pt; his visit to Mount Hermon, when 
he was transfigured, and the like. All this time he 
was not teaching the kingdom but the cross. This 
was in marked contrast with the public entry (Mrs. 
Askew, 1, and soeeSng This thought is like- 
wise considered by Dr. Thomas (I, 1). It is the 
nation’s last opportunity during the King’s life- 
time to receive him—his genes, official offer of 
himself. Christ is deliberately assuming the throne- 
rights which are his (Dr. Smellie, 1). Impress the 
class further with the thought about this being the 
ripeness of the time for Jesus to be openly acknowl- 
edged as King, and the place of Old Testament 
prophecy for his presentation (Mrs. Askew, 4). 

atthew is especially “the Gospel of the fulfil- 
ment,” and the way prownecies are here being ful- 
filled is impressive (The Prophecy in This Lesson). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly lecating the references. 

Business men are always looking for the youth 
who will do exactly what he is told to do. An in- 
stance of a young man who lost the sale of valuable 
products for his house. because he did not exactly 
carry out his orders is given by Mr. Ridgway (1), 
who goes on to show how obedience is like a double- 
edged sword, ag both ways, and meaning suc- 
cess and srosneey oth to employer and employee. 
It is a principle that applies exactly, and in an im- 
mensely important way, in discipleship (v. 6). 

If we are not obedient as the disciples were, -we 
fall under the condemnation of the lad described in 
Illustration Round-Table (1). In teaching obedi- 
ence to youth, too many of whom are not being dis- 
ciplined at home in obedience to parents, relate the 
incident about Admiral Farragut (Round-Table 2). 
Helpful suggestions for such teaching may be had 
from the chapter “Keep Your Eyes on the King,” 
from “Boy-Talks,” by Philip E. Howard (The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, $1.50). 

Shall we not be messengers for Christ with a 
spirit of loyalty like that of the French soldier boy 
who gave such a thrilling answer to the surgeon 
who amputated his arm? (Mr. Smith, in “Say, Fel- 
lows —.’ A practical way to impress upon tots 
the meaning of this lesson by having them join in 
a tuneful procession is suggested by Mrs. Bryner. 

Even the stupid ass plays a double part in the 
program of the Lord on this eventful day, in which 
the missionary lesson is discovered by Miss Homer- 
Dixon. And this recalls the point mentioned by Dr, 
Ellis, that it was an unbroken colt which the Lord 
rode, an early instance, which in the Golden Age to 
come will be continually illustrated, of the restora- 
tion of Adamic authority over “the beasts of the 
field,” even the wild beasts (Psa. 8:7; Isa. 11: 6-9). 

No such “stir” (v. 10) was ever before known in 
——— (Mr. Ridgway, 2). No such stir has ever 

ti created in the history of the world as that 
created by the living and the written Word of God. 





Devotional Reading : Psalm 47. 
Reference Material’: Matt. 20; 29-34; Luke 29 : 99-46; Jobo se t 15 
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The portion of the text indicated 


the Interna 
Lesson Committee fer printing in the lesson oo 
Matthew 21 : 1-16 


1 And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and came 
unto Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, then Jesus sent 
two disciples, 2 saying unto them, Go into the village that 
is over against you, and straightway ye shall an 
ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them 
unto me. 3 And if any one say aught unto ydu, ye shall 
say, The Lord hath need of them; and straightway he will 
send them. 4 Now this is come te pass, that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken through the prophet, saying, 
5 ‘Tell ye the daughter of Zien, 

Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, 

Meek, and riding upon an ass, 

And upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

6 And the disciples went, and did even as Jesus appointed 
them, 7 and brought the ass, and the colt, and put on 
them their garments; and he sat thereen. 8 And the most 
part of the multitude spread their garments in the way; 
and others cut branches from the trees, and spread them 
in the way. 9 And the multitudes that went before him, 
and that followed, cried saying, Hosanna to the son of 
David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; 
Hosanna in the highest. 1@ And when he was come into 
Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, Who is this? 
11 And the multitudes said, This is the prophet, Jesus, from 
Nazareth of Galilee. 

12 And Jesus entered into the temple *of God, and cast 
out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and 
overthrew the.tables of the money-changers, and the seats 
of them that sold the doves; 13 and he saith unto them, It is 
written, *My house shall be called a house of prayer: ‘but 
ye make it-a den of robbers. 14 And the blind and the 

came to him in the temple; and he healed them. 15 
But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the won- 
derful things that he did, and the children that were cry- 
ing in the temple and saying, Hosanna to the son of David; 
they were moved with indignation, 16 and said unto him, 
Hearest thou what these are saying? And Jesus saith 
unto them, Yea: did ye never read, “Out of the mouth of 
babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise? 

4Is. 62.11; Zech. 9.9 *Many ancient authorities omit 
of God. *Is. 56.7. *Jer. 7.11. §Ps. 8.2 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








It is because both are divine, from God. The “stir” 
is very evident in our own day, as Dr. William Evans 
shows in his masterful sidelight on the lesson on page 
31, “Are We All Divine, as Christ Was?” 

Even in the demonstrative East this triumphal 

rocession seems to have attracted unusual notice, 

t evidently made the Sanhedrin and the Jewish 
ecclesiastical hierarchy swarm like bees (vs. 15, 45). 
“All the city was moved” (v. 10). 

There were two classes in that great acclaiming 
crowd. Besides the uncertain multitude who kept 
asking, “Who is this?” (v. 10), were the real dis- 
ciples, who believed that by his -words and works 
he had surely proved his Messiahship. Among these 
were his never-failing friends, the children (v. 15). 
But men have not yet ceased to question his claims. 
Do you belong to the questioning part of the crowd? 
(Mr. Howard, in the Platform.) Or to the “babes 
and sucklings” (v. 16) of faith and humility? In 
asking this question of the class, it may be finely 
illustrated by telling the story of the baby of the 
Salvation Army missionaries in Japan (Round-Table, 
3 


Christ’s hunger, while literal, also had a deep sym- 
bolical meaning (Dr. Thomas, I, 3). It was not bar- 
renness but premature leaves without corresponding 
fruitage that caused the cursing of the fig-tree. The 
astonishment of the disciples \as made the occasion 
of teaching on the subject of both faith and prayer. 

Notice how our Lord questioned and waited for 
answers as he gave the parables of the two sons 
and the householder who demanded fruit from his 
vineyard. By the time he finished relating them the 
chief priests and the Pharisees “perceived that he 
spake of them” (Dr. Thomas, I, 4, 5) 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The British navy is the guardian of the food- 
supply of the isolated British Isles, but in a far 
more wonderful way Christ is our Lord, our “Loaf- 
eas as a study of the etymology of the word 
rings out (Dr. Thomas, in e Heart of the -Les- 
son). Is He really the protector, the provider, of 
your supply of soul-food, or are you a dwarfed and 
deformed Christian, spiritually dying of starvation? 
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Christ is not Lord if you have allowed outside in- 
terests, like home, business, friendship. gree 
to usurp his place (Dr. Smellie, 2). Israel mi 
the Messiah in the midst, though she professed to 
be looking for him. Everything in the Christian life 
is associated for us now with his Lordship, as Dr. 
Thomas further emphasizes. “To this end Christ 
died and lived again, that he might be Lord” (Rom. 
14:9; see also Dr. Smellie, 4 and 5, and read to the 
class his impressive sentences in 5 and 6). 


Teaching Points 

Yes, we applaud our Lord as he drives the money- 
changers out of the temple (vs. 12, 13), but what 
of those outlaws and robbers, the covetous aims 
and desires we harbor in the temple of our heart, 
as ve lock its door against the Christ of the whip- 
cor 

The parable of the two sons (vs. 28-32) cm d be 
en ee by reading to the class Dunbar’s 
verse; “Get Somebody Else” (Round-Table, 4), 

Christ not alone by his spoken but also by his 
written word convicts men. The Pharisees “per- 
ceived that he spake of them” (v. 45). When such 
perception comes to us do we repent, or do what 
the Pharisees did? J aint 

The Lord seems to have done marvelous unre- 
corded miracles at this time (v. 15, 1, c.), but his 
last related miracle, healing a physically blind man, 
is aptly symbolical of the fact that Israel, spiritually 
blind, will not see him. The nation was not willing 
to cast away its filthy garment of self-righteousness. 

e the leading editorial in this issue, “Casting 

way His Garment.”) Will ge not pray for the - 
revival that will save the church to-day from Israel’s 
failure? (Dr. Thomas, in Additional Material for 
Teachers.) 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

What would have happened had JeSus silently rid- 
den into Jerusalem? (Mrs. Askew, 4.) 

What is the result of withholding the honor due 
Christ? (Compare Mrs. Askew, 4.) 
i Mid did Christ curse the fig-tree? (Dr. Thomas, 

Why is Christ*Lord, and how is his lordship seen? 
(Dr. Thomas, III, 6.) 

PHILADELPHIA, - 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Princiere or ConceNnTRATION.—Organize 
the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible. 











b kw, prophetic word “Behold, thy King,” which 
has been chosen as the key-note of the book of 
Matthew itself, is surely a good one to make the 
core of the lesson as it stands, and of such applica- 
tions as we may wish to develop. The kingship of 
Jesus manifests itself in his word of command to his 
disciples, and in the authority which he exercises not 
only over them, but over the property of the one 
to whom he sends them. It is evident again in his 
acceptance of the homage, brief though it was, of 
the multitude that spread their garments and _ 
branches of the trees before him. That this king- 
ship was unusual and unique, however, is evidenced 
first of all by the fact that he rode an animal on 
which no man had yet sat, according to Mark and 
Luke; and by the further fact that his triumphal 
procession ended not on a throne but in the temple, 
whose mercenary traffic in sacrifices outraged the 
soul of Him who at so great cost and so_will- 
ingly was about to offer himself a sufficient Sacri- 
fice for the sins of the world. But despite the claim 
of authority, the exercise of power, the momentary 
popular triumph, he was still“a rejected king. He 
had come to his own, and his own received him not. 
What infinite tragedy lurks in the statement that all 
his wonderful works and the hosannas of the little 
children only moved the rulers of his people to in- 
dignation ! i 

here are those who still will not have this man 
to rule over them; there are those who yield him a 
momentary triumph when.the crowd surges in to the 
city gate; there are those who like the disciples go 
in unquestioning obedience to do as Jesus has ap- 
paints them. Which group has right to call him 

ing? 


Huntinopon, Pa, 

















Lesson fer January 
Matthew at : 1-46 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


made 

or the 
last offer of himself to the Jewish nation, which 
we find recorded -in 20:29 to 21:17. 


L. The Lesson’s Main Message 


Connection.—After the announcement alread 
about Christ’s death, the time had come 


The King Offering (vs. 1-11). This public entry 
was something wholly different from Christ’s for- 
mer efforts for privacy. It was the last opportunity 

iven to the Jewish nation of accepting him as the 
Messiah, and it was of course a definite claim to 
be the one whom they were expecting. Matthew 
shows how this fulfilled the words of the prophet 
(Zech. 9:9). (1) : 

The King Claiming (vs. 12-17). On reaching Jeru- 
salem, he cleansed the temple and healed the blind 
and the lame, basing what he did.on Scripture (Isa. 
56:7; Jer. 7:11). When challenged about this, he 
referred to a well-known passage in the Old Testa- 
ment (Psa. 8:2). (2) 

The King Teaching (vs. 18-22). Chtist’s hunger 
was at once literal, illustrating his real humanity, 
and also symbolically expressive of his desire to 
see fruit in men’s lives, but the discovery of leaves 
only without fruit was unexpected, suggesting abun- 
dant profession but perfect destitution. Leaves at- 
tract this attention because the time for figs (July) 
was not yet (April then), and the nature of the 
Eastern fig is such that as soon as leaves come figs 
should be there also. It was natural, therefore, for 
Christ to look for the proper accompaniment of the 


figs. As the reality was so different from the ap- 
. pearance, our Lord bestows on it_his judgment 
which was immediately effected. This sym lical 


action was the teaching in act of a great truth other- 
wise taught in words. The judgment was not on 
barrenness but on premature leaves without corre- 
sponding fruitage. It had the appearance of fruit- 
fulness, and this was true to the Jewish nation at 
that time. The disciples were not only surprised at 
the incident, but also at the revelation of their 
Master’s power. Apparently they did not see the 
truth our Lord intended, but Christ at once lifted 
the incident into the higher sphere and made it the 
occasion for two lessons, on the power of faith (v. 
21), and the prayer of faith (v. 22). (3) 

The King Answering (vs. 23-32). It was natural, 
in view of all that had happened (v. 12), that Christ’s 
authority should be challenged, but the way in which 
he met this proves the unreality of the attitude of 
the authorities. Then followed the parable with 
a very definite and forceful application, showing the 
terrible sin of false professions. (4) 

The King Warning (vs. 33-46). Then followed 
another parable, ata again to the utter unfaith- 
fulness of the Jews. It reviews briefly the entire 
history of the Jews in relation to God (Isa. 5:1, 2). 
When the hearers accepted the teaching and ex- 
pressed their opinion as to what the Lord of the 
vineyard would do, Christ referred to their Scrip- 
tures (Psa. 118: 22, 23) as a proof of what would 
happen to them. This same passage was afterwands 
used by Peter and definitely applied to Christ (Acts 

:11). The kingdom would be transferred to the 

entiles iy. 43. , and punishment would fall upon 
the Jews for their opposition to Christ (v. 44). (s) 

Devotional Reading: Psalm 47. God the King. 
tt) First call to praise (v. 1) ; (5 reasons for praise 

vs. 2, 4); (3) second call to praise (v. 5); (4) 
reasons for praise (vs. 6-9). 

Books.—For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
is very helpful (American Baptist Publication So- 
ciety, Philadelphia, $2.25) ; also “The at of the 
Kingdom,” by Spurgeon Fleming H. Revel 

rie, + ie 0). Other books to be used with each lesson 
are “ pe Student’s Life of Christ,” by Vollmer 
Revell, $1.50, net) ; “The Students’ Historicak Geog- 
raphy of the Holy Land,” by W. W, Smith (The Sun- 
day School Times Co., $1.50) ; Davis Bible Dictionary» 
(Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $4). 

(The prices of books, owing to unusual publish- 
ing conditions, are necessarily subject to change 
without notice.) ; 

Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Matthew 20:29-34; Luke 19:29-46; John 12:12-19; 
I Peter 3:15. 

1. Matthew 20: 29-34. The last miracle is recorded, 
‘ in which the King is recognized by a blind man, 
though the spiritually blind were unable because un- 
willing to recognize him (John 9:30, 40; 12:36; 
15:22). 

2. Luke 19: 20-46. Luke’s account of Christ’s en- 
try into Jerusalem. Special attention should be paid 
to verses 41-44, which are peculiar to Luke. Notice 
the emphasis on “thy” in “thy peace” (v. 42), “thine 
7, : 42), “thy day” (v. a}, and “thy visitation” 

v. 44). 

3. John 12: 12-19. John’s account of the entry with 

special features of his own. 


’ Christ being first in our life. 


Co., New - 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL’ TIMES 


4. t Peter 3:15. A threefold appeal: (1) conse- 
cration; (2) readiness; (3) se: ) 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Honoring Christ in 
our Lives. The triumphal entry, the search for f 
and the two parables all speak of the necessity o 
There were two 
classes among the Jews, and each of these teaches 
in different ways the need of honoring Christ; one 
was irreligious, though afterwards repentant; the 
other was religious, though really indifferent to spir- 
itual claims. requires our life and service (v. 

, and there are three possible responses. (1) 
Immediate refusal. Some are showing this to-day. 
(2) Prompt consent. Others express this, but in 
reality are inconsistent. (3) Yet again there are 
those who yield immediate and permanent consecra- 
tion. And so it is for us to realize God’s claim; 
respond to God’s call; render God service. 


2. Young People and Adults: The Lordship of Jesus: 
Its Meaning for Us, It is important to notice that 
everything in the Bible is in one way or another 
connected with the Lordship of Christ: It has al- 
ways been God’s purpose that he should be Lord, 
and it is for us to carry out that purpose. (1) Why 
is Christ Lord? Old Testament prophecy declares it. 
The person of Christ in the Gospels demands it. The 
power of Christ in his death and resurrection dem- 
onstrates it. The prospect of Christ in the future de- 
picts it. (2) How is this Lordship seen? It is con- 
nected with forgiveness, because sin is rebellion and 
vardon is only possible on our ceasing to be rebel- 
lious. It is connected with peace, because only as he 
is “the Lord of peace” can we be at rest " Thess. 
3:16). It is. connected with discipleship, for he is 
only our teacher as he is our Master. It is connected 
with holiness, for he must rule supreme over all 
our foes, circumstances, Satan, and self. Thus, the 
meaning of the Lordship to us is absolute posses- 
sion on his side, and perfect loyalty on ours. yalty 
means law expressed in love. The Christian’s motto 
is “I believe; I belong.” (6) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


We often speak of Christ as our “Prophet, Priest, 
and King,” though really he is not King at pres- 
ent, because Kingship is associated with his relation 
to the Jews and to the world. In the Gospels he 
is King and“in the Revelation he is shown to be 
King hereafter, but in between, in the present dis- 
pensation, as taught in the Epistles, he is the Lord 
and Head of his Church. It is important, therefore, 
to remember™ that Peta | in the Christian life is 
somehow associated with his Lordship. “To this 
end Christ died and rose, that he might be Lord” 

Rom. 14:9). One of the most frequent titles of 

esus Christ by the Apostle Paul includes this word 
‘Lord” in it, either as “The Lord Jesus Christ,” or 
“Jesus Christ our Lord.” In addition to the above 
points mentioned as the meaning of the Lordship of 
Christ, it should be noticed that for victory and for 
the Holy Spirit, as well as for ovaryihing else, 
Christ’s Lordship is essential; “that in all things 
he may have the pre-eminence” (Col. 1:18). The word 
“Lord” comes from an old Saxon term “loafward,” 
which means bread-keeper, one who guarded the 
loaves, and Christ is only our spiritual bread in 
proportion as he is our Lord and Master. Can we 
therefore say, “my Lord and my God”? If so, it 
will mean surrender, trust, and obedience. 


V. Leading Questions 

What feature in Christ’s 
verses 1-3? 

Why did Christ make this public entry? 


What is the meaning of the enthusiasm of the 
crowd? 


What was involved in the cleansing of the Temple? 
What is the message of the fig tree? 


Who is represented by each of the sons in the 
parable? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


character is seen- in 


yw 
The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


Te ass is noted for stupidity, but has one quali- 
fication for its place in Christ’s program — it was 
redeemed (Exod. 13:13). So God often chooses 
the base, the despised but redeemed souls (1 Cor. 
1:27-29). And it was loosed for service (v. 2). 
Are you. all tied up to your business, so that when 
God wants you for his work you are not ready? Ah, 
but you have a privilege that archangels would covet, 
—to “make an ass of yourself” in the world’s eyes 
that you may bear the Saviour into the strongholds 
of the enemy. 

Verses 28-30, How many profess willingness to 
serve Christ in the foreign field, but draw back from 
the final ! Which son are you? Is yours obe- 
dience of life or lip? “Son, Go, work...” First 
sonship, then. service. 

Niacara Fatts, ‘Can. 





In Lowly Pomp 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 
ERE are many lessons for us. For example: 


Where Christ is, the King claims his own. 

By his entry into the Holy City, P pe at 
length assumed, frankly and practically, the rank 
of a monarch. We listen to him as he requisitions 
the colt, and we are aware of a change in his tones. 
This is royalty issuing its decree. This is the Golden 
Prince asserting his proper powers. And if the 
procession afterwards is lowly, it is nevertheless 
the progress of a sovereign. The garments laid 
on the ass; the branches strewn in the path; the 
singing of the great Psalm, which tells how the Stone 
rejected of the builders has become the Head of 
the corner: it is the King lifting his rightful scepter, 
and setting the coronet on his brow. Once, in his 
life of condescension, Christ deliberately invested 
himself with the dignities which are his, (1) 

Thus he challenged the citizens of Jerusalem, and 
with equal definiteness he challenges us. One rea- 
son why Christianity has achieved far too little in 
the world is that ristians themselves subordinate 
it to other interests, Our place of residence, our 
success in business, our friendships, even our amuse- 
ments come first; and Christ is secondary. He is 
compromised; and “compromise,” it has been said, 
“is close to surrender.” e need to ask forgiveness 
of our King that our allegiance has been broken, un- 
reflective, wanting in abandonment. (2) 


This is a second lesson: Where Christ is, joy ought 


eC. 

There is pathos in the sight of those exuberant 
crowds, because we know how quickly the triumph 
ended in tragedy. But the eondlality and enthusiasm, 
if they were too brief, were in themselves good. 
Gladness was in the air. For his disciples, and the 
Passover pilgrims, and the children in the Temple, 
the presence of Christ meant an upwelling, surging, 
overflowing: delight they could not suppress, 

Many a joy he brings. There is the joy of his 
death. Every remembrance of his “strange, sweet, 
solemn cross,” where our sin is blotted out and our 
everlasting righteousness is prepared, should rekindle 
our thanksgiving, There is the joy of his life. When 
he rides through the gates of the soul, and dwells 
in power in the citadel, the coming of so great a 
Friend and the authority of so holy a Lord bless 
us exceeding abundantly above what we ask o 
think. There is the joy of his Word. Iluminatio 
is in it, guidance, help, sustenance. And then 
there is the joy of his will. It may ordain grief for 
us, but the very ke will signify a deeper experi- 
ence within and a fuller gospel for the world. Shadow 
and wintriness are gone, when Christ is all that he 
ought to be; and we wear “the flower of peace, the 
rose that cannot wither.” (3) 


Another lesson is this: Where Christ is, hope is 
fulfilled. 

The people raised their salutations to the Son of 
David, and the King of Israel who came in the name 
of the Lord. They recognized in Jesus their Mes- 
siah, no other and no less. As they had read their 
Bible, the Bible of law and prophecy and psalm, 
they saw it stretching out its hands towards a treas- 
ure it did not yet.grasp, and, like Moses on Pisgah, 
straining its eyes to a land it did not actually enter. 

There is no highest hope of ours which Christ 
does not realize. We hunger for more of the privi- 
lege and victory of his glorious kingdom, for the 
power to commend it to others, and for the return 
of the King himself that we may see him face to 
face; and there is not one of our aspirations, the 
sublimest, the farthest abové the skill of men and 
angels to perform, that he will refuse. The one 
danger is that we should contract our hopes, should 
conclude that we have had our best already, and 
sheuld cease to expect great things from our Lord. 
“Of his grace have you received? Still there’s more 
to follow.” (4) 


We take a final lesson: Where Christ is, self is 
lost in trust and love. 

Hosanna in the highest! —it was how the crowds 
intensified, to the utmost conceivable degree, the 
fervor and fulness of their welcome. Clement of 
Alexandria says that they were heaping upon Christ 
“light, and glory, and praise.” For the moment they 
forgot themselves altogether, and saw no man save 
Jesus only. 

The moment fled too swiftly. But to have it re- 
peated and re-repeated, till it is not a fleeting thing, 
but the attitude and custom and climate of life —no 
more a moment, but an existence —this is the secret 
of sanctification and of blessedness. (5) 


Not I but Christ! “None of self, and all of Thee.” 
Our trust in him is not for the commencement of the 
new creation solely, but for all the days, even to the 
end. How strange, how very strange it is that, 
when a shoreless, fathomless, limitless Christ is our 
Portion, we should have a thought to spare for 
self. “I have but one passion,” Zinzendorf said, “and 
it is He, He alone.” There is the right word for 
you and me. (6) 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Hundredth Man.—The disciples 
went, and did even as Jesus appointed 
them (v. 6). Note they did what Jesus 
“appointed” them. Get the “point”? 

ey did what they were told to do. 
They were chosen as disciples because 
they were just that sort of men, Dear 
me, how many times have I told you 
fellows that the Master of Heaven-likes 
what every master of men likes. The 
chap who does exac’ what is pointed 
out to him to do. On this very day I 
have seen a manufacturer lose the sale 
of a nice lot of his product just be- 
cause one of his young men did not do 
exactly what “the old man” told him to 
do. Every man who has to do with the 
ordering of other men will tell you that 
his greatest problem is to get men, and 
especially young men, to do “even as ap- 
pointed them.” All except the hundredth 
man know more than t! ¢ management. 
The hundredth man is he who gets into 
“discipleship,” into the inner circle, the 
right and left places. If you have any 
doubts along this line, and are passing 
through Coatesville om the Pennsyl- 
vania or Lincoln Highway, stop off and 
I will introduce you to “the old man” 
who does the pointing, and to some of 
the “disciples” who obeyed what was 
appointed. I can direct you to one such 
fellow, who years ago applied to us tc 
learn a trade. We were full. He went 
to our next-door neighbor and got a 
job as “boy” for one of our steel pro- 
prietors. Said Mr. Sharpless Worth to 
me, “Bill, at last I have found a boy 
who will do at once exactly what I 
tell him to do.” To-day that “boy” has 
one of the finest jobs in the land, with 
a five-figger income (Gal. 4:18; Prov. 
22:20). (1) 


The Stir of Kindness.—All the city was 
stirred, saying, Who is this? (v. 10.) 
Some years ago two men made a wager 
that they could single-handed and alone, 
without speaking a single word, gather 
a crowd in a public square in less than 
an hour. One of the men climbed to 
the top of the Vendome column, and 
standing at its top waved his arms. The 
other man stood on a corner and just 
looked steadily at the man on the col- 
umn, The looker was soon joined by 
others, just as you have many a time 
stopped and “rubbered,” and said “What 
is it?” Soon a large crowd had gathered, 
which rapidly grew into a “mob” as the 
man at the top threw his cap down and 
the news spread that he was going to 
jump to his death from the column. The 
mayor of the city had to call out the 
soldiers to disperse the crowd. Now, 
if the city of Paris could be so upset by 
a joke, what do you think must have 
been the stirring that day in Jerusalem 
by the wonderful words and cures of 
the young enthusiast from Galilee? And 
to this very day, when those who bear 
Jesus’ name live up toward his level 
the city is stirred. Suppose this very day 
we church folks, man, woman, and child, 
should resolve to be really kind all week, 


what would happen in the stores? What | 


would happen in the mills? Let me whis- 
per it—what would happen in the 
homes? What a stirring week it would 
be! And bless your heart, why not? 
(Prov. 31: 26; Col. 3:12.) (2) 


House-Cleaning.—And Jesus entered 
into the temple of God, and cast out all 
them that sold (v.12). This is what the 
boys in these days call “rough-house.” 
And what the business men call “a clean- 
ing out.” I have always been glad Jesus 
did this job. A whole lot of young folks 
have gotten it into their heads in some 
unaccountable way that because a young 
fellow or girl is religious, they must be 
namby-pamby and with no pep and little 
force. The Poubder of our religion and 
his true followers have always been folks 
who could play, and have played, the 
noblest parts in the world of men and 
women. Read college baseball and foot- 
ball history and see who have been the 
heroes. Spur, Stagg, Mott, Gayly, Dad 
Elliott, and the whole host of them. 
Maynard, the Baptist preacher, has just 
won the New York to San Francisco fly 
as I write this note. Read your war his- 
tory and see who have been heroes. 
Washington, Jackson, Gordon, and the 
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whole host of them. To-day we are talk- 
ing about Foch, Haig, and Pershing, all 
Christians. Our own Teddy, an old Sun- 
day-school teacher, has just died. Jesus 
was a étrong, assertive, virile man, and 
his religion has a way of making 
the same sort of men. More than 
once good men have felt like taking a 
“club” of rope or wood or iron or bare 
knuckles, and going in and cleaning out 
“money-changers” and all other kind of 
“cheats” that have gotten intertwined 
among things religious. We never do 
it, but we have a splendid example for 
trying it on some day (Psa. 94: 16; Ezek. 
6:11; Eph. 4: 26). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 

the lesson of February 13, “Lessens on 

Citizenship” (Matt. 22: 15-22, 34-40), will 
be found useful. 


The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishers, and will he found, two weeks latex, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 
tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 


I. For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
r(American Baptist Publication Society, Phila- 
delphia, $2.25), and Spurgeon (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1.50, net) are very 
helpful. Other books to be used with each 
lesson are “Modern Students’ Life of Christ,” 
by Vollmer (Revell, $1.50, net), and Davis’ 
Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, $4). 

II. While it is our duty to be faithful citi- 
zens of our earthly country, let it not be for- 
gotten that after all, the Christian is a cit- 
izen of a heavenly Kingdom, and therefore 
only “a stranger and a pilgrim” in this world. 
For mature Christians, such books as Lewis 
Sperry Chafer’s “The Kingdom in History and 
Prophecy,” and “He That is Spiritual,” 
will be of real help in the instruction they 
give regarding the heavenly Kingdom and 
the heavenly citizenry. (The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, $1 each.) 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we know that thou dost greatly desire to be 
indeed Lord of life for each one of us, and we 
pray thee that the barriers that are keeping 
us back*from thee may be swept away. Our 
allegiance is given so often to the world, 
and is so often broken by our shifting loyalty, 
that we can come to thee only in shame and 
-in contrition as we remember our perverse 
ways. We would join to-day with that great 
|} multitude to welcome thee, and we would 





|lay at thy feet every token of our desire | 


| to welcome thee as Lord indeed. May we 
not hold back anything in selfish reserva- 
| tion, but with gladness of heart and in aban- 
| donment of self, welcome thee to our hearts 
not only as Saviour but as Lord, to rule in 
undisputed sway in us. In thy dear name 
we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—That must have 
been a wonderful sight when nee rode 
into Jerusalem, and was welcomed by 
the throngs. Crowds in the East are 
real crowds, not just a little straggle 
of folks along the edge of the pavement, 
but a surging, shouting, eager mass of 
people. All the city was stirred; not 
all, however, stirred to welcome Jesus, 
but to ask the question, “Who is this?” 
It is so even to-day among us. There 
are many, many persons in our own 
neighborhood who welcome the Lord 
Jesus with all their hearts, but there 
are others who seem almost not to know 
about him, and who are forever ques- 
tioning as to who he is. They have 
heard of him. Yes, but still their atti- 
tude toward him is mostly a question 
mark. Do you belong to the question 
mark part of the crowd? Are you still 
just curious about the Lord Jesus? Have 
you not known enough about him in 
this, our wonderful day of the Gospel, 
to decide that you, too, will join with 
those whd give him welcome into their 
lives? Had you been in Jerusalem on 
that day, feeling exactly as you do now 
toward Christ, would -you have been 
among those who spread their garments 
in the way, and cut branches oa the 





would you have been out on the edge of 





trees and spread them in the way? Or | 


the crowd, not quite sure whether you 
wanted to join in or not? re are 
—— persons in our Sunday-school from 
the beginning of the teen age upward 
who have never yet openly confessed 
Christ, who have never yet united with 
our Church. [Let the superintendent 
learn in advance just how many there 
are, and give the number.}] Is it not 
time that these who have not welcomed 
the Lord Jesus should do so? Let us 
pray. 





HAT 


ELcome FOR JESUS? 


AERE—TO-DAY—BY YOU 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Come, Thou Almighty King.” 

“All hail the power of Jesus’ name!” 
“In the service of the King.” 
“Beneath the cross of Jesus.” 
“Stana up, stand up. for Jesus.” 

“I walk with the King.” 

“Oh, worship the King.” 
“True-hearted, whole-hearted.” 


(References in parentheses are to theemet- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parte of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. + published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

Psalm 24:1-6 (49 : €-3). 

Psalm 45 : 1-17 (104 : 1-3). 
Psalm 47°: 1-9 (108 : 1-3). 
Psalm 66 : 1-20 (439 : 1-3). 
Psalm 93:1-5 (187 : 1-4). 


The Illustration Round -Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
Schoel Times three full menths in advance 
of the date ef the lessen. If coming later 
they mor net be censidered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 


circular that explains the acceptance ef ma- | 


terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited te assist in the cenduct of 
this department. One dollar is effered for 
every anecdetal lessen illustration used, and 
two dollars fer the best ene each weck. 
illustrations en other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired,’ and will 
stand a better ch pt than 
illustrations en the Golden Text. 

Short illustrations, of frem 75 to 158 worm, 
are greatly preferred. will be accep 
abead of ger enes equally good. 

Do We “Forget”?—The disciples 
went, and did even as Jesus appointed 
them (v.6). Alittle fellow in the slum sec- 
tion of a large city was induced to at- 
tend a mission Sunday-school, and by 
and by became a Christian. He seemed 
quite bright and settled in his new Chris- 
tian faith and life, but some one, surely 
in a thoughtless mood, tried to test or 
shake his simple faith in God, asking 
him “If God loves you, why doesn’t he 
take better care of you? Why doesn’t 
he tell some one to send you_warm shoes 
and some coal and better food?” The 
little fellow thought a moment, then 
with tears starting in his eyes, said, “I 
guess he does tell somebody, but some- 
body forgets.” Without knowing it, the 
boy touched the sore point in the church’s 
history. I wonder if it is the sore 
point with you or me.—From S. D. Gor- 
don, in “Quiet Talks with World Win- 
ners.” Sent by Geo. Goodall, Guatemala. 
(1) ' 


Trusting Father.—And the disciples 
went, and did even as Jesus appointed 
them (v. 6). Two little laddies were once 
helping their father to remove a num- 
ber of books from one roont to another. 
The younger one had his arms held out, 
and father was piling books on them. 
“Don’t you think you’ve got as many as 
you can carry, Johnny?” the elder boy 
asked. “Don’t you worry, Bert,” was 
the reply. “Father knows just how much 
I can manage.” What a joy to know 
that Jesus in calling us to run his errands 
never gives us too hard a task—From 
the Sunday Circle. Sent by the Rev. 
W. Haslam, B.D., Oswaldtwistle, Lan- 
cashire, Eng. 


Under Orders.— And the disciples 
went, and did even as Jesus appointed 
them (v.6). A Christian is simply a soldier 
under orders. He goes or stands as his 
commander directs. President Lincoln 
once held a council of his cabinet, in a 
dark period of the war, in order to con- 
sult with them as to the best policy. Ad- 
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miral Farragut was a guest; and he said 
to a friend, “It is a relief to be a sol- 
dier; he simply obeys orders. I am 
waiting to be told what to do, and then 
I will do it."—From the Expositor. Sent 
ee = Evan Morgan, Dallas, Texas. 


His Henorable Prayer.—Out of the 
mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast 
perfected praise (v. 16). Little Harold, 

_eighteen-months-old son of two Sal- 
vationists, Brigadier and Mrs. Orr, of 
Japan, was one day left for a few min- 
utes in ¢harge of a Japanese girl in a 
station waiting-room, ere is his bot- 









Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith © 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Suggestions fer Using Little Jetts in Class 


Jetts are calling attention to Jesus’ power 
over the hearts and wills of nfén to whom 
he sends his messengers. You may im- 
agine all sorts of rebuffs awaiting you, but 
if you are on an errand for Jesus, be as- 
sured he goes before and makes a way. 
To remember this simple fact and believe 
in it with all your heart will tremendously 
increase your efficiency in the service of 
the King. 

Are you one of the canvassers for the 
church budget, and on your list is the name 
of some stern, hard-hearted, close-fisted old 
hickorynut? Remember, you are on the 





King’s business; approach firmly, but kindly, 
loose the ass and bring him to your Master. 
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tle,” said his mother. “If he is at all 
, please give it to him.” So, a 
ittle later, the girl brought the bottle 
out, and at the sight of it Harold put} 
both hands together and closed his eyes 
for “grace.” An English gentleman at 
the other side of the room, who noticed 
him, came across to the girl and-asked 
her, in Japanese, “What was that which 
the baby did then?” “He was saying 
his honorable prayer,” replied she. “Is 
so?” said the gentleman. “I think 
it’very clever for so young a child. Did 
you tell him to do it?” “Oh, no,” re- 
lied the girl; “he che» does so before 
he takes his food.” “To what country 
does he belong?” was the next inquiry. 
“He is an English baby, born in Japan,” 
answered she. “Oh, that is my country,” 
said the gentleman. Just then Harold’s 
parents, in Salvation Army uniform, 
walked in and found a number of Japa- 
nese people round little Harold, examin- 
ing his clothes, touching his face, and strok- 
ing his hair, while he was entertaining 
them with -baby jabberings and smiles, 
By’ his simple action, little Harold 
had given a real testimony for 
—From_ the Christian Herald. Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Belper, Eng. The prize for 
3) week is awarded to this illustration. 
3 
Saved from the D s.—Go work to- 
day in the vineyard (v. 28). Some years 
ago I saw a sweet, refined girl converted. 
After a little while, in testimony meet- 
ing, there were those who were express- 
ing thanks for what God had done for 
them, saving them from drink, or gam- 
bling, or‘ worldly pleasures. Presentl 





this sweet, refined lady got up and said, | 
“Christ gave me a bigger salvation than | 
any of you. He has saved me from an | 
easy armchair.” -It takes a big Christ 
to save us from ease and make us will- 
ing to toil and suffer—From Gypsy | 
Smith, in the Free Churchman. Sent | 
by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


“Get Somebody Else.”—And he an- 





swered and said, I will not: but after- |, 
ward he repented himself, and went |: 


(v. 29). 


The Lord had a job for me, but I had so much» | 


to do, 

I said, “You get somebody else, or wait till 
I get through.” 

I don’t know how the Lord came out, but he 
seemed to get along; 

But I felt kinda sneakin’ like, ’cause I 
know’d I done him wrong. 


One day I needed the Lord; needed him my- 
self, needed him right away; 

And he never answered meat all, but I) 
could hear him say, | 

Down in my accusin’ heart, “Nigger, I’se 
got too much to do; 

Yau get somebody else, or wait till I get 
through.” 


Now when the Lord he have a job for me, 
I never tries to shirk; 

I drops what I have on hand and does the 
good Lord’s work. | 

And my affairs can run along, or wait till | 
I get through; } 

Nobody else can do the job that God’s | 
marked out for you. 


—From Paul Laurence Dunbar. Sent by 
Emma C, Fisk, BoonviNe, N. Y. (4) 





a Department Helps 





For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON *TEAcHING.—Jesus is pleased 
with the praises of children. 


Note.——There are so few New Testa- 
ment stories in which children take an 
active part that-emphasis should be given 
to their participation in the procession 
and singing during Christ’s triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem. This is another 
picture that deserves a permanent place 
in every Primary room. 


Lesson Story—After- crossing the 
river they traveled to the town of Beth- 
any, where Jesus had friends, and he 
spent the night in their home. He loved 
to visit there. 

Bethany was only two miles from 
Jerusalem. One morning the group of 
,travelers formed a procession to go to 





the temple in the big city. As they 
started Jesus sent two of his disciples 
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a little village near by, and told them 

for a colt and its mother tied 
ear a house where two streets met. 
Jesus said, Loose them, and bring them 
to me. If any man asks why you are 
taking them tell him the Lord has need 
of them, and he will let them go. 

the time the disciples came back 
with the colt and its mother a great 
crowd had gathered in the procession. 
e threw a cloak over the colt’s 
back, for a saddle, and Jesus rode in 
the midst of the crowd, who wanted 
him to be their king. They honored him 
by spreading their garments or branches 
of Paige a the bigs some cores 
paims eang, Behold, thy King com 
unto thee; Hosanna to the Son of Da- 
vid: Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord; Hosanna in the 


_o te : 
eople within the city heard the shout- 
ing and singing and asked, Who is this 
coming? Some one answered, This is 
no the prophet of Nazareth, of Gali- 
Many came out through the — 
gate to meet Jesus, and turned ba 
with the procession. So there were 
crowds before and after Jesus, waving 
palms and shouting, Hosanna. (Show 
ya _ calling attention to the chil- 
ren. 

After passing through the city gate 
the wonderful procession started up the 
hill to the temple, where some priests 
and scribes were already gathered. They 
were displeased, because the crowds hon- 
ored Jesus and because the children 
sangs Hosannas. They tried to hush them 
up, but Jesus said, Let them sing. Have 
you never read that. out of the mouths 
of children there is perfect praise. Jesus 
is pleased to hear us sing, 


“Praise Him! Praise Him! all ye little chil- 
dren, 
God is love! God is: love!” 


(Carols, Leyda Publishing Company,. Wa- 
pello, Iowa, 3§. cents, postpaid.) 


On Children’s Day we.love: to sing, 
“Hosanna! Hosanna! 
Then let the,temple chorus ring, 

' Hosanna to: jesus! , 

He is ‘the: children’s King.” 

(Songs for Little People, Pilgrim. Press, Bos- 
ton, $1.25; postage,.10.cts.) 


As the procession entered the temple 
courts Jestis ‘was displeased to see so 
many men sitting at tables to change 
money for the travelers, or to sell doves. 





me told them to leave, and said, My 
se shall be called the house of prayer, 
but ye have made it a den of thieves. 
Among those who had come to the 
temple were some blind and lame peo; 
ple, who had heard that Jesus could heal 
them. He was glad to heal them, 
“For his hands were always helping, 
d his eyes were always kind, 
And he never was too busy | 
To heal the sick and blind.” 
(Song Stories for the Sunday School, Clayton 
F. Summy Co., Chicago, 15 cts.) 


That Sunday is remembered as Palm 
Sunday. We too may, 


“Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
Sing praises unto our King, sing praises.” 


Expression—If Jesus should ride or 
walk along the street on which you live, 
what would you do to honor him? 
Though we may not see him, we may 
honor him by our songs and prayers, and 
weeds of kindness and helpfulness to 
others, 


Pegorta, Ix. 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Loyalty! 

Discussion: What dues it cost to be 
loyal—to Father? to Mother? to your 
school? to your town? to your country? 
to principle? to Christ? 

Objective: The best investment of 
Loyalty. 











AY, fellows, what is the most loyal 

thing you ever did? I should like 
to know. Was it when you waded into 
a big bully who was licking your lit- 
tle brother, and took the drubbing your- 
self? Or was it when some fellows ac- 
cused you of being tied to your mother’s 
apron strings, and you flashed back at 
them: “Yes, and she is the finest mother 
a boy ever had!” Or was it when you 
sat up all night in a coach on a rail- 
road trip to root for your team next day 
on the enemy’s field? 

I heard of a British boy in Flanders 
who was brought back of the lines for 
surgical treatment, and when they opened 
his shirt they found tattooed on his breast 
the words: For My King! I read of a 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 












































Watch your step! 
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French lad whose arm had to be ampu- 
tated at the shoulder aang, been shat- 
tered by a German shell. When he re- 
gained consciousness, the sur, , moved 
with deep sympathy, said, “Oh, my poor 
boy, I am so sorry you lost your arm!” 
The boy’s eyes snapped as he answered: 
“Lost! No, don’t say that; I gave it to 
France !” 

Each one of you fellows has a tre- 
mendous capacity for being loyal to 
some thing, some principle, or somebody, 
It is a coscly part of your make-up, 
because it will cause you to make sac- 
rifice. What are por choosing as the 
bee of your loyalty? 

ellows, I want to offer you King 
Jesus to-day as the One upon whom you 
can spend your loyalty to the limit, 
There is none like him. He is the chief 
among’ ten thousand. When he gives 
you a task he gives you at the same 
time the power to do it. When he sends 
you to men, he opens the hearts of 
those to whom you are sent. You can 
undertake anything for King Jesus with- 
out fear, no matter. how difficult or 
how impossible the task may seem. 

_ Why, fellows, think of those two dis- 
ciples going after that colt for Jesus 
their ing to ride upon! He sent them 
for it. e beast belonged to some one 
else, 7 they were to untie it and bring 
it. If the owner objected, all they were 
to say was: “The Lord hath need of 
him.” That would settle it, They 
brought it as directed. That was faith, 
and that was loyalty. 

To-day King Jesus wants messengers 
—not to send out for asses, but into 
the haunts of sin for lost men and. wo- 
men; and into the social, commercial, 
and industrial world to present his 
claims. Some, hearing the call, are an- 
swering, “But how do I know I will suc- 
ceed in that sort of business? “Will I 
be contented in such work? Will it 
pay? Will it keep me in a comfortable 
living? Will men come when I tell 
them?” Listen, fellows, King Jesus 
says: “All power is given unto me —Go! 
—and lo, I am with you alway!”: That 


for it; ‘and here is the place where 
you can exercise your priceless loy- 
alty to the limit, and never know a mo- 
ment’s regret. The King himself goes 
with you. 

The loyal servants of King Jesus never 
have to root for a losing game; victory 
is assured from the beginning. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. On the road to Jerusalem. 


2. Honoring Christ in our lives: (1) 
When? (2) How? (3) Why? 








R a full appreciation of this lesson 

our girls should realize the exact 
circumstances under which it occurred; 
for it is, unlike so many of our lesson in- 
cidents in Christ’s life, the single one of 
its kind in all the records of his life. 
Though popularity of a certain kind had 
been his for many months, this was the 
one time he deliberately planned an 
opportunity and openly approved the 
popular acclaim of the crowds who fol- 
lowed him. To understand why, we must 
recall the time and place of it all. 


1. Think back to that crowning mira- 
cle of power and popularity, the feeding of 
the five thousand, after which, John tells 
us, the delighted crowd sought to make 
Jesus a king there and then, and note 
how studiously he avoided such an out- 
come. Indeed, from that time on he al- 
most hid himself from the crowds, 
carefully sought the “desert” (lonely) 
places with his chosen twelve alone, went 
into the region of Tyre and Sidon — 
his one journey into foreign parts since 
that one in his babyhood, when his 
|parents took him down into Egypt to 
save his life from Herod; and took that 
other memorable journey toward Mt. 
| Hermon, where on its secluded slopes he 
| gave three of his friends that vision of 
his transfigured glory, and then charged 
them that they should tell no man of 
their conviction that he was the Christ. 





is sufficient, it is the King’s own word: 
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Matthew says that “from that time be- 
gan Jesus to show unto his disciples, that 
he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer.” 
Certairtly this teaching would not tend to 
attract popularity, and he consistently 
made his way south, on this his last 
earthly journey, through the less fre- 
quented ways of Perea, as “he stedfastly 
set his face to go to Jerusalem” for that 
suffering. 

How marked then is this one time 
when the King not only permitted him- 
self to be so called by the multitude, but, 
as the carefully arranged details show, 
even planned the occasion for it! (1) 

2. Now young people especially are apt 
to decry all*outward expression of their 
religious faith, thinking that sincerity 
of heart and life is the only honor we can 
render our Lord, the only needful praise, 
the only praise of his seeking. True it is 
that he himself placed first and strongest 
emphasis on this kind of praise and 
honor, but also here is his own unmis- 
takable approval of the praise of the 
lips, the open acknowledgment of our 
loyalty to him, of our acceptance of him 
as our King, our Master. 

“Stand up, stand up for Jesus,” we 
sing, thinking first and most of the con- 
sistent sincerity of our lives, judged by 
his standards, as indeed he would have 
us do, but there are times and places 
when Jesus would have us speak out in 
words, in public hearing, our allegiance 
to him with no uncertain sound and with 
all joy, even as they did who ran beside 
him that day when he entered Jerusalem 
as king, giving expression to their loy- 
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‘notice and called out criticism from the 



















son for such praise? 


| The second instance is in verse 42, where | 











alty and joy in what we would be 
tempted to call extravagant, “sensa- 
tional” ways. Even in the demonstrative 
East this triumphal procession attracted 


ecclesiastical authorities of the temple, 
so unrestrained was the crowd in its 
hosannas. (2) 

Perhaps if we can discover why Jesus 
ecoapie’ such praise this one time we 
shall have a guiding principle as to 
when and how our own praise of like 
kind should be given. In the first place, 
this was the time for him to be openly 
acknowledged as King, and the place 
also of Old Testament prophecy for 
his presentation as their King to the 
Jews, as the combined testimony of 
the four Gospels clearly shows, espe- 
cially Matthew and Luke. (3) 

Had he ridden in silently, unacclaimed, 
they might have said, “You gave us no 
fair notice that it was our time to ac- 
cept and recognize our King.” He 
might have fulfilled every detail of the 
prophecy Matthew quotes, and been no- 
ticed by few or none.-His followers’ tes- 
timony by word of mouth was needed 
to complete the witness given Jerusa- 
lem that day. The honor they did him 
was part of his plan of love for the 
world; so is ours to-day. May not our 
withholding of it be part of the reason 
for the world’s delay in recognizing its 
King? (4) 


Home Study 
Read carefully Matthew 21: 12-17 
and Luke 19: 28-46, and see whether 


you think that Jesus loved such praise 
as was given him that day; especially 
the children’s. Is not this another rea- 


Decatur, GA. 


The, Prophecy in this Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


N THIS chapter prophecies crowd4 

upon each other. There are two in- 
stances of composite quotations, that is, 
where two Old Testament Scriptures are 
combined in one in a New Testament 
citation. This is not rare in any liter- 
ature, but though men may make mis- 
takes in quoting, the Holy Spirit can 
never err. The first is verse 5, where 
Isaiah 62:11 is combined with Zech- 
ariah 9:9, and the second, verse 13, 
where Isaiah 56:7 is combined with 
Jeremiah 7:11. There .are two other 
instances of quotations from the Old 
Testament where the sense originally in- 
tended by the Holy Spirit is, preserved, 
though the words may vary. The first 
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| The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting _ 
4 By Paul Rader 72 





February 6. A Surrendered and Victorious 
Life. Col. 2:1-7. (Decision Day.) 

February 13. Thy Kingdom Come. II. In My 
Home. Matt. 6: 7-15. (Consecration meet- 
ing.) 

February 20. New Work Our Committees 
May Do. Rev. 3: 7-13. 

February 27. How Can We Make Our Lives 
Useful? Eph. 6: 5-8. 


Sunday, January 30 


Christian Endeavor Accomplishments 
and Possibilities (Phil. 3: 7-14) 
(Christian Endeavor Day) 


Mon.—A Call to Youth (Prov. 1: 1-9). Youth 
is the time to learn wisdom and to lay the 
foundation of all knowledge: Wisdom de- 
termines where knowledge shall be put and 
where and when and how it shall be used. 
The fear of God is the beginning of this 
great faculty called wisdom. 

Tues.—Training in Service (Matt. 7: 12). Ser- 

“vice is life. force given tor others. It is 
the highest form of life. He that would 
be great must not take, but give. Give 
usefully and greatly of talents, time, and 
money. 

Wed.—In Prayer (Luke 11: 1-13). This pas- 
sage of Scripture is a guide to all prayer. 
Here is the needy friend, here is the friend 
who has plenty, here is the friend who 
is the go-between. The world is the needy 
friend, God is the Friend of abundant sup- 
ply, and the person of prayer is the go-be- 
tween. Here is the man who receives as 
many as he needeth. 


Thurs.—In Testimony (Luke 9:1-6). There 
are many who do great work for God and 
for people. There are those also who build 
a great monument of testimony to God. 
George Miller, of Bristol, and Mr. Querrier, 
of Glasgow, ran great orphanages. These 
orphanages are a monument of testimony 
to the faithfulness of God in hearing and 
answering prayer. 

Fri—In Co-operation (1 Cor. 12 : 4-13). What 
a wonderful thought that we are fellow- 
laborers with God under the power and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit! How wonder- 
ful are the operations of God’s Spirit, and 
how marvelous, when men will co-operate. 

Sat.—Im Duty (Luke 17: 5-10). We, indeed, 
are unprofitable servants. Is it profitable 
to use men when angels could do the work 
better? Would it be profitable for men to 
use a wheelbarrow to move building mate- 
rials when they could hire a truck? Would 
it be profitable to let a child build a house 
when you could have an expert carpenter? 
Yet God, for our glory and our eternal ben- 
efit, though it is unprofitable, is allowing 
us to serve. How thankful we should be! 





is in verse 16, where our Lord is quot- 
ing from the Messianic Eighth Psalm. 
M4 | 
our Lord is quoting from Psalm 118: | 
22. Peter, who is no doubt listening to | 
it now, is not very long after this him- 
self quoting it as being fulfilled (Acts 
4:11), and perhaps in the presence of 
some of these very same Jewish leaders 
to whom it was addressed by our Lord. 
In verse 9, “Hosanna” means “Save 
now,” and is a quotation from Psalm 
118: 25, 26. 

The incident of the fig-ttee (vs. 18- 
20) is prophetic of the withering of 
Israel, and is complemented in the par- 
able of the fig-tree in Matthew 24: 32, 
33, which is a prophecy that Israel shall 
again bud, as we see it doing to-day. 
In verse 32 the parable of the two sons 
is applied immediately to the nation, 
and the chief priests and Pharisees evi- 
dently understood the prophetic par- 
able of the householder (vs. 45, 46) 

The prophecy in this lesson consists 
not only of these fulfilling Old Testa- 
ment prophecies and parabolic predic- 
tions, but our Lord again direcily 
prophesies thrice, in verse 2, with im- 
mediate fulfilment; in verse 43, the ful- 
filment of which we Sunday-school 
teachers are sharing in to-day; and in 
verse 44, where Christ as the Stone 
was to have a threefold fulfilment: To 
Israel he is a stumblingstone (Isa. 8: 
14:35; Rom. 9:32, 33; & Cor.. 1:23; 1 
Peter 2:8); to the church he is the 
headstone of the corner (1 Cor. 3:11; 
Eph. 2: 20-22; 1 Peter 2:4, 5); and to 
Gentile world powers he is to be the 
smiting stone of destruction (Dan. 2: 
34). 


AUL says that he has suffered the 

loss of all things, but he has suffered 
this loss for satisfied consideration, and 
it is satisfaction when we consider “for 
Whom.” Thus he has found the Lord 
Jesus Christ so delightful, so excellent, 
so satisfying, and so empowering that 
he has sold out in toto to gain this ex- 
cellency, which is found alone in Christ. 

Let no one think that when a Chris- 
tian says he has given up all it means he 
stands poverty-stricken, ‘This is only 
an expression of trade. He has given 
up all for more than all. He has given 
up all things upon which he used to 
place value because he has come to a 
new sense of values. I had a bachelor 
ffiend who protested if any one took 
any of his time, which was given entirely 
to his books. He found the woman of 
his choice, and there came to their home 
one bright morning a little stranger, 
his very own child. It was delightful 
to see him the willing slave of this rol- 
licking little person, and a more willing 
and an increasingly obedient slave as 
years went by. 

We talk of Christian duties, and so 
often in our Christian Endeavor speak 
of our Christian service and try to en- 
courage each other to greater service, 
but this greater service can only come 
with the greater vision of our blessed 
Lord. 

If the early disciples were willing to 
suffer a martyrdom that we are not 
willing to suffer to-day, it is not because 
the times have changed or because hu- 
man nature has changed, but because we 
lack the glorious reality concerning Jesus 
Christ which these men possessed. If 
there is any sacrifice we will not make 
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to us. The great catastrophe of our day 
is unreality concerning the new birth, 
the putting away of sin, and the fulness 
of the Holy Spirit. 

The world cannot be expected to count 
Christ -of enough value to seek when 
Christians do not count him of enough 
value, for his sake, to allow him to 
overcome in them the desire for worldly 
pleasures of the flesh, lusts and carnal 
desires. When others see us finding in 
Christ a greater joy than is to be found 
in the world, they will begin to believe 
in him. Let-us render unto him this 
devotion. It is the highest service. 

What has Christian Endeavor done 
for you?—This will have to be answered 
by each individual, 

How has Christian Endeavor helped 
the church?—It would be a splendid 
thing if each society would take a rec- 
ord of the past year and go sanely and 
soundly to it and find just how much 
the Christian Endeavor Society has 
helped the church. I know of nothing 
that would yield greater blessing in the 
way of exact information than this. Per- 
haps it might make.a revolution in many 
a society. 

What may Christian Endeavor yet do 
for Christ?—The one thing Christ is 
longing to have done is to have the wit- 
ness of his salvation given to the last 
tribe and tongue on earth. If the young 
men and women- of the Christian En- 
deavor movement in our generation 
would really set themselves to this task 
it could be accomplished in this gener- 
ation. 

Moopy CHurcH TABERNACLE, CHICAGO. 


A Christian Workers’ 
Conference in Chicago 


CALL for a Christian Workers’ Con- 
ference, to be held oony Founders’ 
Week at the Moody Bible Institute of 
Chicago, February 1t-to-5, inclusive, has 
been issued by Dr. James M. Gray, Dean 
of the Institute. Dr. Gray announces it 
as a conference, not so much for teach- 
ing and preaching, as for prayer for the 
filling of the Spirit, and for revival 
among the people of God everywhere. 
The prayer leader will ‘be Mr. Thomas 
E. Stephens, of the Great Commission 
Prayer League. 

Among the _ speakers invited are 
Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, and Mr. 
Charles G. Trumbull, both recently re- 
turned from China; Dr, R. A. Torrey, 
Dean of the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles; Dr. A. C. Dixon; Dr. Scar- 
borough, President of the Southwestern 
Baptist Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas; 
the Rev. A. C. Latham, of Chester, Pa.; 
Dr. Woolston, of Philadelphia, and 
others. 





257 Bastian Bidg., Rochester, N.Y. 
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The Vapor 
Treatment 
for Coughs 
and Colds 
Established 1879 


The time for Vapo-Cresolene is at the FIRST in- 
dication of a COLD or SORE THROAT, which are so 
often the warnings of dangerous complications. 

It is simple to use, as you just light the little 
lamp that vaporizes the Cresolene and it 
near the bed at t. 

The soothing ant ic vapor is breathed all night; 
ma breat _ easy, pellaving | the c 


crt chest. 
is recommended for Whgoping . 
Greate nea Nasel Catarrh. ic germictial qual 
ties make it a reliable protection epniest these epi- 
mics. . 
It gives great relief in ASTHMA. 
Cresol ded and used for the past forty 
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Sold by Druggists. 
Send 0 Oeaviotioe 


Try Cresolene Anntiseptio 
Throat Tablets for the irrita- 
ted Throat, composed of slip- 
i -pery elm bark, licorice, sugar 
| Cresolene. They can'tharm 
_you. Of your druggist or from 
us. 10c in stamps. 

7 yes oe 
or Leetaing: Miles Building, 
Montreal, Canada. 
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$ Yoa can be quichly cured, if you 


_ For Family Worship 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
ool ILessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Encouragement 
H, HOW such letters as the follow- 
ing (and there are many) encourage 
our hearts! The criticisms come also, 
and we welcome them. Do you too 
write occasionally to some contributor 
or department in the paper, frankly 
opening your heart? You would if 
you knew the good it would do. We 
are a family, you know, with “mutual 
burdens” and kindred interests. The 
lowing is from a Vermont business 
an: 

“IT have to travel a great deal, buf 
the week’s copy of The Sunday School 
Times always goes with me; and at the 
morning ‘watch’ (Psa. 5:3, R. V.) mad 
notes in the department of ‘Family Wor- 
ship’ are used as a guide. Often some 
expression in the notes, together with 
some Scripture verse, becomes the key- 
note of thought and inspiration for all 
the day. Often also there has come an 
intense experience of intercession in the 
Spirit for the various objects which you 
keep before the readers.” Praise God, 
the glory is His. Keep praying. 


January 24 to 30 


f Mon.—Matthew 21 : 1-11. 


Send 10 its for 288-page book on Stammering and 
2. “tte Cause and Cure.” It tells how I 
Is. 


Guieé msselt after stammeting 38 yt0, B. N. Beguo, 
5868 Bogue Bidg., 1147 N. til. St., indianapol 


[) SCRIMINAT 


New Easter Music 


The hundreds of thousands of users of our mar- 
velously popular publications will need only the 
invitation to send for samples of our new services 
* My Jesus I Love Thee,’ and “ Easter Joy, 
also gone Sresten, pag why Songs, Choir Canta- 
tas tavo Anthems, ios, etc. 

Ask for a free copy of Mr. Lowden’s * The Ideal 
Sunday School Music and How It is Attained. 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


Publishers for Discriminators 


18th and Race Streets, Philadelphia. 




















If you want that spirit to 
as er ryade your church and 
unday Gepoct, Sesaes i 
lect your Easter music from 
means our Tatensive catalog. For 
e 25c we send double value in 
our “1921 EASTER KIT,” 
Ic ory containing two services, a 
Story Cantata, “‘Story and 

Moneybackifyouwantit Song,” etc. 
TULLAR-MEREDITH CO., 225 W. 36th St., New York 











LANTERNS sold and 
rented.Our S' i 
imcludes the §.S. Times 
Cartoons. Special slides 
made to order trom your 
pictuces or negatives. 
Write for bulletins. 


Underweod Chicage Agency and Depository 
GEORGE W. BOND SLIDE CO. 
Roem S., 6 E. Lake Stréet, Chicago, Il. 


BRONZE 1e.ets 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
© (Wept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


' PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Piates,etc. 























JI CHURCH Qe 2,008 
33 Es TELLS WHY. 


to 2x =3E:; Foundry Co.. Cincinnati. 0. 





There is still time to begin the valu- 
able habit of Bible memorizing. The beau- 
tiful 1921 Bible Success Band booklets, 
used for this purpose, may be had from 
The Sunday. School Times Company, 1031 








Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at $2.50 a 
dozen, or 25 cents each. 


The Triumphal Entry. 


Christ’s first “triumphal entry” into 
Jerusalem was short-lived. But when he 
comes again as King, all Jerusalem, and 
all Israel, and all the world, will be 
“moved” (v, 10). There will be a 
changed attitude, and it will be world- 
wide. (See Revelation 1:7.) 

Prayer Succestions: A Korean mis- 
Sionary writes: “Pray for the native 
Christians here. They are passing 
through dark waters. We hear harrow- 
ing tales of prison tortures.” Many are 
suffering martyrdom, Pray also for their 
cruel Japanese tormentors. Pray! 


Tues.—Matthew 21 : 12-17. 
The Cleansing of the Temple. 
Following Jesus’ first triumphal entry, 
one building in one city was Sombaraciie 
cleansed ; following his second triumphal 
entry, every building in every city witl 
be permanently cleansed. Oh, the “houses 
of prayer” that to-day are houses of 
hirelings!, Is not the “love of money” 
the root.of all this evil? 


Prayer Succestions: A well-known 


| missionary writes from India: “Do pray 
for India. 


Visual Instruction °%:t‘presecties| 


Hatred of foreign mission- 
aries is growing, even in some churches. 
An Indian Christian leader stated re- 
cently that no more missionaries are 
needed and that most now in India ought 
to return home.” Pray! 


Wed.—Matthew 21 : 23-32. 
Questioning the King. 

What questions (v. 23) on the part 
of these puny usurpers of authority to 
ask the Maker and Ruler of heaven and 
earth! If Jesus as God could submit 
to such indignities from man, who are 
we that we should resent the imperti- 
nences and rebuffs of our fellow-man? 
(See Philippians 2: 5.) 

Prayer Succestions: The Conference 
of Federated Missions in Japan recently 
sent out a most urgent appeal for prayer 
for revival in the Japanese Church, clos- 
ing their appeal with, “Remember the 
cry of John Knox: ‘Give me Scotland 
or I die!’” Pray for Japan! 


Thurs.—Matthew 21 : 33-43. 
The King Rejected. 

Because the King voluntarily submit- 
ted to his rejection, therefore “God also 
hath highly exalted him.” Exaltation 
follows heart humility, not put-on head 
humility. The two are different. The 
latter is a mask covering a deceitful 
heart. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for China, 
Thibet, Siam,. Siberia, Russia, Arabia, 
Persia, Turkey, Palestine, all of Europe, 
and all of Africa. Praise God for the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


news of wonderful religious awakenings 
in certain parts of Russia! 
Fri.—John 18 : 33-4. 
Jesus Claims to Be King. 
Not one claim that Jesus ever made 
was false, and yet every highest claim 
that he made was rejected. Jesus, the 
Truth, was on the scaffold, but the day 
is coming when the Truth shall be on 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Poland, 
and Austria, and France, and Belgium. 
Pray for the suffering evangelical circles 
of Germany, for their spiritual and tem- 

oral and physical relief. Pray and be- 
ieve God for a real revival in central 
Europe. 


Sat.—John 19 : 13-22. Jesus Crucified as King. 


In the preceding dispensation Jesus 
was prophet; in the present dispensa- 
tion, he is priest; in the coming dispen- 
sation; he will be king. He was all 
three on earth, discredited of men but 
approved of God (Acts 2:22, 23. Read 
also 2 Tim, 2:12). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
home missionary enterprise in America. 
peers prey at this time for the bill- 
board and street-car and went 
movements of evangelism. Praise God 
for the increasing numbers of billboards 
proclaiming the Gospel! 

Sun.—Psalm 47 : 1-9. 
Sing Praises unto our King. 

“Sing ye praises with understanding” 
(v. 7). Both prayer and praise are to 
be “with the spirit, and with the under- 
standing also” (1 Cor, 14:15). If this 
rule of Paul’s were to be followed gen- 
erally to-day, what a change it would 
make in all our worship, particularly in 
our choirs and prayer-meetings! 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for an 
old-fashioned revival in the church, and 
for world-wide evangelization outside. 
Pray that every religious service may be 
conducted “with the spirit and with the 
understanding also.” Pray for a deep 
and sweeping work of God from one end 
of the country to the other. Pray! 





Children at Home 











A Snake’s Tooth 
By Janet Thomas Van Osdel 


‘¢s] FOUND one, Uncle Jimmy! I found 
one!” cried Jerry. 

“What have you found?” asked Uncle 
Jimmy, carefully laying aside a tiny 
green bug he was examining under the 
microscope. 

“A different kind of a bird’s egg. 
Don’t you remember you’d said you'd 
give me a dollar if I found a different 
one from any you’ve got in your cabinet 
without taking it out of a good nest? 
You haven’t one that looks a single bit 
like this, Uncle Jimmy!” 

Jerry held up a small round white 
egg in front of his uncle. 

“Where did you find it, Jerry?” asked 
Uncle Jimmy, smiling. 

“It was right on the ground in the 
grass,—not in a nest at all!” 

“No, this egg wouldn’t. be in a nest!” 
said Uncle Jimmy. “Look at it again, 
my boy!” 

“But it is an egg, Uncle Jimmy, isn’t 
it? And different from any of yours?” 

“Yes, it’s an egg, asi@fit’s Gmereet 
from anything I have, ‘Dut it’s not a 
bird’s egg. It’s a snake’s egg.” 

“A snake’s egg!” cried Jerry, dropping 
the egg on the table. “I didn’t know 
snakes laid eggs!” 

“Some snakes do, and with others 
the baby snakes are born alive. Don’t 
you see that this egg is more rounded 
than a bird’s egg, and it hasn’t a brittle 
shell like a bird’s egg. This is more 
leathery.” 

“How does the snake get out of the 
egg, since it hasn’t a bill like a bird? 
Does the egg just bust?” asked Jerry 

“The tiny snake inside of this egg is 
provided with a tooth, Jerry, — just one. 
When the ti. comes for it to leave the 





egg the tooth is used for the purpose 
of breaki g through the shell or skin 
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the throne. First, humiliation; then}. 
vindication. Error’s reign will then be 
over, 
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of the egg, then it disappears, as the 
snake has no further use for a tooth.” 

“A tooth made just for that!” ex- 
claimed Jerry. “Well, I don’t mind so 
much now if it isn’t a different bird’s 
egg since I found out about the baby 
snake’s one tooth.” 


Oak Park, Iu. 
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Over 500 pages on Matthew! ~ 


The Gospel 
of the Kingdom 


By C. H. SPURGEON 


A popular exposition of Matthew’s 
Gospel; the last work of the great 
evangelist. A full commentary on 
every chapter. 





“ This commentary on Matthew's Gospel 
is the latest and ripest of his life’s labor. 
It will be found a tree laden with rich 
fruit. Every page is full of his Master, 
and yet sparkling with his own unique 
individuality.”’ 
$1.50, postpaid. 
For sale by Tue Sunpay ScnHoot Times Co. 
103 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. ‘ 








Crannell’s Pocket Lessons for 1921 


Contains all of the International Sunday School 
Lessons for 1921, with References, Daily Bible 
Readings, and Analysis. Vest pocket size. About 
two hundred pages bm printed on good opaque 
paper. Size, 24%xs5% inches. Substantially bound 
le Ho Just the thing for the busy teacher or 
scholar. 





40 cents, postpaid. 


THE JUDSON PRESS 
1701 Chestaut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











The Pilgrim 


A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 


Premillennial, dispensational. evangelical. En- 
dorsed and contributed to by leading Bible teach- 
ers as Drs. I. M. Haldeman, A.C.Gaebelein, W. B. 
Riley, A. C. Dixon, James M. Gray, and others. 
Published by Clarendon Baptist Church, Alcolu, 
S.C., Alfred F. Ham, Editor. Pifty cents a year. 
Subscribe now. 











Dietz Two-Pocket Envelopes 


Reavy Printep for church or Sunday Schools. 
Sundays are numbered 1 to 52. NOT DATED. En- 
velopes good till used. No toss. A pledge card 
and a calendar chart for checking the numbers 
with each carton. The new Treasurer’s Loose 
Leaf Record book. Samples and literature pres. 
Ask for new catalog of 5. S. and church supplies. 


Wl. H. DIETZ, 20 E. Randolph Street, CHICAGO. 
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is only $1.00 for a whole year — LESS THAN 

Don’t oy Marion Lawrance says: “There 

is no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 

158 Fifth Avenue, New York. J alesson 
re me 





When answerin  edivertisoments, 
mer*ton T- Sunday School Times. 
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Why Everybody Loves to 
Come to Our House Now 


Dick’s Glorious Secret that Made Our Home the Favorite 


Gathering Place of the Town 


\ By Frances Armstrong 


“\H!—WHAT an ange Thank heavens 

they’ve gone!” Dick collapsed into his chair 
with a sigh of relief. “I wish to goodness there 
was something to do with people who drop in. - En- 
tertaining friends in the winter time is getting to be 
something of a problem around here. If they’d 
stayed ten minutes longer I’d have gone to sleep in 
their faces.” 

“They are probably saying the same _ thing 

about us right now, 

Dick,” I said, “and since 

we don’t play cards —” 

“Cards!” exclaimed 
Dick. “Not for me. We 
can certainly do, better 
than that for our friends 
when they come in.” 
“Well, let’s make them 
welcome here, anyway, 
and don’t let’s dis- 
courage them. We have 
few enough callers as it 
is. It’s all very well for 
you. You go to town 
every day and see your 
friends, but I get very 
little chance to see peo- 
ple unless they do dro 
‘ around like that. And, 
Dick, these little informal evening calls are getting 
very few and far between. They don’t come in 
half as often as they did at first.” 

“Why, when they do come we don’t know what 
to do with them, do we? It’s just sit and chatter and 
chatter, and then more chatter.” 

“But, Dick dear, I like it” — 

Dick was silent for a minute or two. 
smiled. 

Tada nny ¢ dear. I. know it isn’t fair to you—I 
know just how you feel, but we want people to 
come in we simply must find something for ’em to do.” 


Dick’s Mysterious Secret 


All this conversation took place last November. 
Dick and I were newcomers in the town. We had 
decided not to join the country club until the spring, 
and we had found it a little difficult to get to know 
our neighbors. At first they had made us regular 
“new neighbor calls,” but during the fall fewer and 
fewer people came in. And Dick didn’t like to in- 
vite people to come and see us because we had so 
little to offer them in the way of entertainment. 

By the end of January we found ourselves almost 
as much strangers as when we first moved. Nobody 
came to see us, and I at least felt very much an 
outsider, I was rather cut up, and I’m afraid a lit- 
tle unfair to Dick about it. 

But one bleak wintry afternoon in the first part 
of February when I was feeling very blue and 
lonely, Dick came home with a guilty grin on his 
face, and I felt certain he had done something fool- 
ish. My birthday was coming soon, and I was sure 
that he had bought me something which he couldn’t 
afford. I did my best to “pump” him, but I could 





“We have few enough callers 
as it is.” 


Then he 


not get a sensible answer out of him. All he would, 


say was, “Wait, and see, little girl, I'll guarantee that 
yay soon you'll have all the friends you want. 

very person in the neighborhood will be running 
in here all the time.” 

To tell the truth this would be the very nicest pres- 
ent he could give me,—I wanted friends badly. But 
what could he mean? I racked my brain, but could 
think of nothing which could fill such a promise! 


, A Glorious Surprise 


On March third I was twenty “blank” years old. 
When I came down to breakfast that morning the 
first thing I saw was a large van drawn up in front 
of the door. Dick was watching three men carr 
a tremendous boxed “something” onto the porch, i 
fluttered around all excitement, wondering what in 
the world Dick had bought. 

The front of the box was quickly removed, and 


~ 


then, with open-mouthed jay, I saw for the 
first time our own beautiful piano. 

The minute it was out of the 
box Dick “plunked” me down on 
the stool in front of it, kissed 
me, and said, “Many happy re- ( 
turns, Mrs. Armstrong,—now let’s 
hear you play something quick.” 

I let my hands wander over the 
keys, and struck the opening 
chords of “Way Down Upon the 
Suwanee River.” And with broad 
— the three truckmen, who 

new the tune, joined in that dear old 
song at the top of their lungs. And, oh, 
what fun it was. 

After that I played all our favorites, 
while Dick hopped around with glee 
and sanz very badly everything I played. 
Then Dick had his turn. He couldn’t 
play a note, but the piano was complete 
with a player also, and he found a splen- 
did collection of rolls had been sent 
with it. He played them with great 
glee and with a good taste that sur- 
prised me. First he played the newest popular 
tunes, and then some real music to show me that 
with the help of the tone control, etc., he cou 
play with as much feeling and expression as I could 
with my fingers. And f was forced to admit that 
it really did sound perfectly lovely. There wasn’t 
the slightest hint of “mechanics” at all. 

During the day several people dropped in just to 
wish me “happy returns” — but they didn’t stop at 
that. They hung around that piano till I really 
thought they would never go. Every one admired 
it,— its tone, its beautiful mahogany case that was 
modeled just for our living room, and the wonderful 


- accompaniments with which I could make it sound 


like a harp or banjo or guitar. It was a lovely birth- 


day, and I was very happy. 


A New Way to Have a Piano 


I Was happy, but I was a little worried. I spoke te 
Dick,— such a piano must have cost a dreadful 
amount. But Dick jtist laughed at my anxiety. 

“Don’t worry, Frances, I bought this piano a. new 
way. I just pay a littl now and -then, and the 
whole thing takes care of itself. It’s just a matter 
of small change. ‘ 

“It’s the easiest way to buy a piano you ever saw. 

> tt a, makes music 

possible for every one. 

A\\ Fl qi! ") A piano used to be a rich 

! man’s luxury, but now, 

Sa thanks to this new way, 

anybody can enjoy one. 
They even pay the freight 
charges, no matter where 
ou live, and it is much 
ower in price than the 
usual piano. Wing prices 
are real factory prices. 

“And the best part of 
it all is that J don’t have 
to pay a single cent. until 
you have tried it a month 
and are sure you like it.” 


Gala Evenings 


Like it! It’s hard to 
say just how much that piano meant to me. Our 
deserted house became the social eenter of the whole 
community. People were always stopping in. Some- 
times we played the lightest, latest tunes, sometimes 
we had classical music. But most often, and most 
fun, were our old-fashioned “sing fests,” where we 
~ joined in on the dear old songs we loved the 

st. 

Some poet said, “A thing ef beauty is a joy for- 
ever,”— and that phrase cértainly fits our piano. It 
has an expression of every mood. When we feel 
vivacious and gay it laughs and rejoices with us. 





Entertaining was something 
of a problem. 
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“What a happy day it was!” 


When we are tired and feel solemn we find peace 
and rest in its wonderful smooth richness of tone. 
And Dick has \just as much fun as I do, thanks to 
the player arrangement. 

I have come to fee] that no home is a real home without 
music—and Dick agrees with me. Our beautiful WING has 
given us a joy in life we had never feund before. 


4 Weeks’ Free Trial 


‘‘Young marrieds,"’ ‘young unmarrieds,"’ ‘old folks,” 
take a tip from Dick and me 
—find out abeut WING pia- 
nos and the way they are sold 
just as soon as ever you can, 
Send for the wonderful cata- 
log and book—‘"' The Beok of 
Complete Information About 
Pianos.’’ It shows you in 
keautiful color illustrations 
all the differentWINGS there 
are, in 38 lovely designs. It 
tells how they are made and 
why they are so good that the 
makers can guarantee them 
for ferty years. 

And ask abeut the 4 week 
free trial offer teo, and the 
wonderful easy payment sys- 
tem on bed-rock factory prices 
that allows even a person with 
a limited income to have all 
the music ef the world in his 
er her own home. 

There is a WING for every 
home in this country. Uprights er grands, mahogany, walnut 
er oak, pianos, player pianos or electric player pianes. 
phonographsin art and consoledesigns. Find eut about them. 

Write today for the wonderful piano book or phonograph 
booklet. It will mean a big yearly dividend in happiness. 


Wing & Son (Est. 1868) 
13th St. & 9th Ave., Dept. 21, New York City 


Free Book Coupon 


ee ee ee ee 

WING & SON, Dept. 21 

Wing Building, 13th St. and 9th Ave., New York City 
With the ete her pin, that I am not obligated te buy 

anything yeu may send me free the boek checked belew. 

CHECK THE ONE YOU WANT. 

Cl ‘The Book of Complete Information,About Pianos” 
(Illustrated) and description of your free trial offer on 
the Wing Piano or Player. 

CT ‘The Booklet of Concert Phonegraphs”’ and full*infor- 
mation about your free shipment offer of phonographs in 
Art and Console designs. 
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